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ADVERTISEMENT. 



In presenting the First Volume of the 
Antiquarian and Topographical Cabinet to the 
Public, the Proprietors are ha[^y to acknowledge 
the very liberal encouragement they have received 
in its progress ; and though the scale upon which 
it is executed is beyond precedent small, yet 
they have had the satisfaction to receive the most 
flattering tokens from persons conversant with 
the subjects engraved » that they are strictly 
accurate* 

The Proprietors make their most grateful 
and respectful acknowledgments to their Sub* 
scribers in general, and to those persons in par- 
ticular who have already favoured them with llie 



ADVEKTISBMBNT. 

loan of Drawings and other materials* By the 
continuancf of such patronage, Ihe Antiquarian 
and Topog^phical Cabinet will be hastening to 
preserve the lineaments of the most venerable 
remains of Antiquity which Time is incessantly 
whittleiug away by nearly ioiperceptible atoms. 

J. STORER AND I. GREIG. 
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KIRKHAM PRIORY, 

rOBKSHIBE. 

These monastic remains are situated in a beaiKiful valr 
•n the east side of the river Derwent, at the distance of 
about three miles south-east of Whit well, six miles south- 
west from Malton, and twelve from Scarborough.- With 
respect to its ecclesiastical situation, it is placed in the 
deanry of Bucross and archdeaconry of the East Riding , 
in the archiepiscopal diocese of York. 

It was founded by sir Walter Espec, lord of Helmes- 
ley in this county during the reign of Henry I. to comme^ 
morate a fatal accident which embittered his declining 
years^ 

By his lady, AdeUpe,sir Walter had an only son who* 
was called after his owt^ name. The young knight took 
great delight in horsemanship,, and usually rode the swift- 
est coursers. One unhappy day,, when he was galloping 
towards Frithly, near this place, his horse grew restive, 
fell near a stone cros9, and threw his rider, who instantly 
died on the spot. 

Inconsolable for such an irreparable loss, sir Walter 
consulted his^ uncle, William, rector of Gar ton, who 
advised him for the solace of his mind to build a holy 
flace. 



KIRKHAM PRIORY. 

He endowed this structure with seven churches, and 
their impropriations, the profits of which, with the rents 
and other possessions in Yorkshire and Northumberland, 
amounted to 1100 marks. 

He soon after died of grief, leaving his vast posses- 
sions among his sisters. 

The Priory of Kirkham has been variously and libe- 
rally endowed. It appears that Walter de Espec, the 
founder, gave the manor of Kirkham, with the parish 
church, and one carucate and twenty-four acres of land, 
lying between the wood and the river Derwent ; with 
liberty for the hogs belonging to the Priory, to pasture 
in Kirkham wood, pannage free : he also gave the tenth 
penny of the farm of his mill. The canons had free 
warren through the whole extent of his manor; and all 
his horses, mill, meadow, and all that he had between 
the wood and the river, with the fishery of Kirkham and 
Howsom, in lieu of their tithes of five carucates of land 
in Tilleston, and four carucates in Grift, of which the 
abbot and convent of Rieval, which he had also founded, 
were possessed. He also gave two parts t>f his tithes of 
the territory of Boelton, in Northumberland ; all the 
town of Carr-upon-Tweed, with the church ; the tithe 
of Howsom mill, built at Edeston, on the Derwent; the 
church of Garton, with a carucate of land called St. Mi- 
chaeFs Flat (this church was afterwards appropriated 
to the Priory) ; the church of Helmesley ; Blakemore, 
with a carucate of land^ and pannage in this wood for 
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KIRKiHAM FKIOar. 

all the hogs belonging to the canons and their servants, 
and also pasture for their other cattle ; the chnrch o^ 
Hildre ton ; two parts of the tithes of the mill at Hoel- 
ton, in Northumberland ; the tithe pennies of his farms at 
Howsom, and of the apples of his manors, especially of 
this town and mill ; the church of Kirkeby Crondall, 
with one carurate of land in the town (the church was 
afterwards appropriated to the Priory) ; the tithes of 
his demesnes in Lynton ; the church of Newton, in 
Glendale, with its appurtenances, and all the lands of 
Nefskill, the clerk ; the tithe pennies of all his territo- 
ries in Northumberland ; eight carucates of land in Six- 
terdale ; the manor of Titelington, with its appurte- 
nances ; one house in Werche ; the town of Whitwell ; 
the town of Wisthow, with the church formerly called 
Mora, which was appropriated to it $ and also all his 
houses in York. 

William de Ros, lord of Hamelak, gave a toft in the 
town of Pockley. A contest arose between Hugh prior 
of Kirkham, and this William de Ros, concerning the 
chase in the woods and moors of Hamelak, when it was 
agreed, A. D. 1261, that William should give to the poor 
the toft in Pockley, with a free passage through his 
woods and moors, except through the park ; and that he 
and his heirs should give to the canons three deer yearly, 
in lieu of the tithe of hunting ; and also give £5 per 
mnnum^ in lieu of the tithe of apples of his manors, which 
were given by the founder : for which concessions the 

r2 



prior and caooM quit-claimed te the said William all 
i^ee cbase in the before-mentioned woods and moors. 

King Henry III. granted to the Priory and canons 
various privileges in the forest of Galtress, and free war* 
ren in Kirkham and Woodhouse. 

Robert, lord of Sproxton near Hamelak» gave pas- 
ture for 200 sheep, as well in winter as summer^ 

William de Barton gave six oxgangs of land, witb^ 
tofts, crofts, meadows, and pastures, in his territory $ 
which William de Ros confirmed in the year 1253. 

John, son of Robert de Navelton, gave various por- 
tions of land in Bergerthorp, in which township tlur 
Priory eqjoyed other benefactions. 

William, son of William de Berwertborp, gave,, or 
rather sold* the capital messuage and land in Berwer* 
thorp, in consideration of twelve marks, and other goods» 
which the canons bestowed on him in his great necessity. 

The church of Berythorpe was given to the Priory. 

Walter de Ros gave the advowson of the church of 
Cald-Qverton, which Peter de Ros confirmed, for sup- 
porting the hospitality of the Priory. 

The church of Cambnin was given and appropriated 
in the year 1321. 

Hugh Bardolph gave pasture for 100 sheep in hi& 
territory of Hoton Bardolf, with liberty to have lambs 
therein till the feast of St. John the Baptist. 

The Priory had also vast possessions in Kirkeby 
iiTundale, Lengeby, Myndrom, Ross, Sledmere, Swinton, 
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KIEKBAM »E10ltT. 

Tsrkilesbyy and other placet in Yorkiliire and Nor* 
thnmberland. 

The prior was lord of BUlesdale, Crambini) Edes- 
toa, Ktrkban, WhitwcU, &c. 

Towards the aid granted to Heorj III. npoo the 
marriage of his eldest daughter, the Priory of KIrkhani 
paid sf 5. 

Among the eminent persons buried in the church of 
the Priory were the following t 

William de Ros, son of Robert de Ros. 

Robert de Ros, son of William, Imried la a marble 
tomb on the sonth side. 

William son of Robert de Ros, interred la a marble 
tomb on the north side. 

William, son of the last William, laid in a stone 
flUHHokam, near the great altar on the soath side. 

These were all eminent andpowerfbl baroni, and 
patrons of the Priory. 

Here rested also Riclnml HolthewaHe of ClevcAand, 
A« D. 1391, nader the stone arch ia the reyfstry. 

Alice Ross of KIrkbam, A. D. 14St. 

John Wyton, A. D. 1430, near the choir door, on 
the south side. 

William Tnmey, A. D. 14S9. 

Ednrand Pole, A. D. 1440. 

Aobert Foster of Howsom, A. P. 1481, in the chapel 
of St. Maryw 

Gkorge Crowcr, same year. 



KIRKHAM PRIOBT. 

R&lph, lord Greystock, A. D« 1487, buried in the 
chancel, before the altar. 

The Priory of Kirkham was surrendered on the Sth 
of December, A. D. 1539, in the thirtieth of HenryVIII^ 
by John de Kildwyk, prior, and seventeen canons ; hav- 
ing been previously valued in the twenty-seventh of the 
same reign at £300 : 15 : 6 according to Speed'ft account^ 
but at ^£269 : 5 : 9 agreeably to the statement of sir Wil- 
liam Dugdale. The pensions granted to the prior and 
^is brethren amounted to ^100. 

The suppression of religious houses by Henry VIII. 
occasioned great discontents ; which were pfobably in- 
creased, as well by the secular as the regular clergy, and 
fomented by the greater abbots, and in October 1536, 
broke out into a rebellion in Lincolnshire ; but soon sup- 
pressed. Within six days one more formidable, denomi- 
nated " The Pilgrimage of Grace," commenced in York- 
ihire, commanded by a person named Ask, attended by 
a number of priests with crosses in their hands, which 
amounted to an army of 40,000 men, assisted by lord 
Darcy ) this also with some difficulty was conquered. 
These had such an effect upon the uncontrollable mind of 
Henry, that he pursued his plan of dissolution till he ob- 
tained a revenue of «£ 100,000. per annum. 

The sum of all the abbies, priories, and cells, in this 
county, exclusive of friaries, colleges, hospitals, and chan- 
tries, amounted to «£ 16,818 : U : 6^, besides a great quan- 
tity of, plates and jewels. These estates were estimated 
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KIRKHAM PRIOBT. 

to be worth ten times the value at which they were rated i 
under which calculation the annual income of the monastic 
estates in Yorkshire alone was worth a£ 168,186 : 15 : 2jf 
at the dissolution. 

Henry granted Kirliham to sir Henry Knevet, knt, 
and dame Ann, his wife ; but in the third of Edward V I. 
it was transferred to its rightful patron, the earl of Rut- 
land,- who held it of the king tft capites by military ser* 
vice ; to whom queen Elizabeth, in the fifth year of her 
reign, gave license to alienate the manor, with those of 
Byllesdale, Stipeslow, and Rievaulz, to Edward Jack 
man and Richard Lambert, whence they have descended 
to various possessors. 

Having traced the history of Kirkham Priory from 
its foundation to its destruction, under the government of 
twenty priors, it only remains to traverse the desecrated 
ground ; and whilst we describe the dilapidated remains 
of the piety of our ancestors, dwell upon the firagments 
of strength combined with beauty which dittingiiish these 
solitary walls. 

The approach to the west entrance is solemn and 
majestic. The beautiful gate belonging to this Priory is 
in so perfect a state as to have the statues still remaining 
in the niches, the principal of which is an oval of the 
Virgin and Child ; with several shields of armorial bear-r 
ings. The style of this part of the building is the flori<| 
Gothic. Here are also the relics of a cross ; probably 
that which occasioned the foundation of the Priory. 



Bekted the gate are yaalted arches of the fowdatioa. 
Among the niiiiB appear the remaini of a beaatiAil cloister, 
in which are described two windows exhibiting oraaments 
In a superior degree of the pointed arch richly carred 
and pierced. 

A fine Saxo-Nerman doorway also arrests tlie atten- 
tion : it is a roost elegant specimen ; and the edges of the 
«anring appear as sharp as though they liadheen recently 
inished. 

The site of the Priory, now a garden, is very exten- 
sWe I and the beaotifnl river Derwent flowing near, 
deiB the scene highly pictarcsque and agreeable. 

——The musing pilgrim sees 
A traek of brighter green, and in the midst 
Appears a moold'ring wall, with ivy crowo*d. 
Or Gothic turret, pride of ancient days ! 
Now but of use to grace a rural scene, 
Tio boond our vistas. Ssenstoitb. 
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WALTHAM CROSS, 

MBRTFORDSHJRB. 

Thi4 elegant relfc of utifaHy was ereetei oo the fellow* 

ing occasion : Eleanor of Castile, int wife of Edward !• 

accompanied bim, wken prince of Wales, fat tlie crusade 

to the Holy Land. Dvriag the campaign, the prince was 

attacked and wonndcd, in bis tent, hy a Saracen with a 

poisoned weapon. The poison was so potent as to baffle 

the abilities of his physicians, and he was deemed incn- 

Table. At this awftil period, his amiable consort, amcioos 

to saTe the life of a hniband, without whom existence to 

her was worthless, formed the magnanimous resohition of 

risking her health and life to preserre his. She therefore 

applied her delicate lips to the rankling wonnd, and never 

•ceased, night nor day, at stated times. In performing her 

beneroleot office, till she bad extracted the poison, and 

restored the prince to his accostoraed beidith. 

After being a (aithfal wife for thtrty-siz years to 
king Edward, she deceased at Herby in Lineolnshirey 
November 29, 1290 ? and the king, so ardent was his af* 
fection for her memory, erected to her honour, crosses, 
or statues, at Lincoln, Grantham, Stamford, Geddington, 
Northampton, Stoney Stratford, Dunstable, St. Albans, 
Waltham, and Charing Cross, each adorned with the 



WALTUAM CROSS. 

arms of Castile, Leon, and the earldom of Ponthiei^ 
which by her right were annexed to the crown of Eng- 
land, she being the only daughter of Ferdinand III. king 
of Castile and Leon. 

According to lord Orford*8 Anecdotes of Painting, 
vol. i. p. 28, it appears, that it was Yertue's opinion, 
these Crosses were constructed from the elegant designs 
of Peter Cavalini, a Roman sculptor. 

Waltham Cross, which is the only thing remarkable 
in the hamlet to which it gives name, stands at the comer 
of the Falcon inn, forming a point to the road from 
Cheshunt to Waltham Abbey. 

The Society of Antiquaries have twice interested 
themselves in preserving this curious monument from far- 
ther decay. In 1721, posts were placed round it to pro- 
tect it from injury ( and in 1757, lord Monson, lord of the 
manor of Cheshunt, at the request of the Society, signified 
by Dr. Stnkely, surrounded the base with brickwork. 
An attempt was made, within a few years, to remove the 
whole into the park at Theobalds; but the materials 
were found so decayed, that the design was abandoned, 
and the Cross sufl'ered to remain undisturbed, to await 
the unavoidable shucks of age. 
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AMBERLEY CASTLE, 

SUSSEX. 

K STRUCTURE, sitoated on the east side of the river Amn, 
at the foot of the Sooth Downs, is foar miles north-east 
from Arundel, having the South Downs on the south, a 
wide extent of level marsh land on the north, the river 
Arun at a small distance on the west, and Amberley vil- 
lage andfliurch on the easU 

It was erected by William Rede, bishop of Chi- 
chester, in the reign of Edward III. A. D. 1368, as a 
residence for himself and his successors ; but being after- 
wards leased out 40 several families, among whom were 
those of Goring, Butler, Briscow, Parker, &c. it ulti- 
mately came into the possession of lord Selsea. The 
episcopal castle is degraded to a farm-house. 

The building was constructed on a rock, and forms 
a parallelogram, with a southern entrance between two 
small round towers, with grooves for a portcullis. It is 
defended on the south by a foss, over which a bridge leads 
to the principal entrance. On the north and west sides, 
by the low rocky precipice on which it stands, it does 
not appear to have been of any great strength ; the ruins 
of an arch within the walls, however, show the archi- 
tecture to have been light and elegant. 



AUBEaLEY CASTLE* 

l*he damp of trees near this ancient mansion situated 
on the adjoining hill, serves as a sea-mark, and is called 
Fittleworth Tilt. 

Amberley, the Tillage whence the Castle takes its 
name, consists of a long scattered street of mean buildings | 
but the land is rich and fertile. Adjoining to the Downs 
the soil is chalky ; in the Talley it consists of a rich black 
earth, producing crops of wheat in great quantities. 

The church of this Tillage is a small structure, con- 
taining a t>ody, chance], and a square tower at the west 
end ; and is kept in decent repair. The living is of very 
f mall value. 
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COTEHELE HOUSE, 

CORNfrALL. 

Tuts is an ancient mansion in the pariib of Cabtock, in 
the county of Cornwall,, and fovmeriy gaie name to a fa-> 
telly, the heiress of which married aa ancestor of the 
noble family of Mount-Ed^cambe. The earl at present 
holds this among his other possessions^ 

It is situated on the banks of the river Tamer, which 
receives its principal ornaments from Cotebele Iloase and 
Monnt-Edgecurobe. The house is au irregular stone build- 
ing, which encloses a small quadrangle, to which there 2t 
an entrance under a square tower on the south. Another 
square tower in which are several spacious apartments, is 
situated beyond the north tide of this eourt. There are 
two styles of building In the windows } those towards the 
cast and south being narrow, a^kid those towards the quad- 
rangle and in the north tower are wide and square. It 
appean to have been repaired about the year 1027, from, 
that date. being carved over the gateway. 

The mansion is an object of curiosity, as exhibiting: 
all the essentials of baronial magnificence. The fumitur»- 
is at least S50 yean old. The hall is amply decorated 
with various implements of ancient armour : at the end. 
is the figure of a warrior armed cap-a-pee. The staiiw 



COTBHBLE HOUSE. 

case from the ball leads towards a chamber in which 
Charles II. slept for several nights. 

The rooms are mostly hung with tapestry. The cha- 
pel is small. Another chapel in the Gothic style, situated 
upon a rocky eminence^ rising very steeply from the river, 
is remarkable for the following circumstance which gave 
rise to its foundation : 

Sir Richard Edgecumbe was. driven to hide himsetf 
in the thick woods of his domain wliich overhung the 
river, on account of his attachment to the earl of Rich- 
mond, afterwards Henry VII. ; and being pursued by 
king Richard^s party very closely, he found no other way 
to extricate himself from his danger but by policy : he 
therefore put a stone into his cap, and threw them into 
the river ; being covered by the shelter of the surround- 
ing forest, and his pursuers seeing the floating cap, imagin- 
ing that in a state of desperation he had drowned himself, 
gave over the pursuit ; and sir Richard found means to 
escape to Britanny, to await the fortune of better times. 
On his restoration to his country, this gentleman was ap- 
pointed comptroller of the household to Henry VII. by 
whom he was sent ambassador to France $ and flying on 
his return at Morlaix in Britanny, he was buried at a 
neighbouring church, and his cenotaph placed in this 
chapei which he had founded^ where he is figured on a 
painted tablet as a knight in armour, kneeling on one 
knee, his helmet and gauntlet by his side, and a bishop 
before him. 
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LOGAN, OR ROCKING STONE, 

NEAR DREW StEIGNTON^ 
DEVONSHIREy 

A MONUMENT of antiqait^, is seated in the middle of the 
I iver Teign, which rolls over a rocky channel in this part 
of its course. ** It is poised^" says Polwhele, '* upon 
another mass of stone which is deep grounded in the bed 
of the river. It is unequally sided^ of great size ; at some 
parts six, at others seven feet in height, and at the west 
end ten. From its west to east points, it may be in length 
about eighteen feet. It is flattish on the top, and seems 
to touch the stone below tn no less than three or four 
places ; but probably it is the gravel which the floods 
have left between that causes this appearance. I easily 
rocked it with one hand i but its quantity of motion did 
not exceed one inch, if so much. The equipoise, however, 
was more perceptible a few years since. Both the stones 
are granite ; which is thick strewn in the channel of the 
river, and over all the acyacent country. It seems to 
have been the work of nature." 

But the scenery of the surrounding neighbourhood 
claims particular attention, on account of its singular 
grandeur. The path leading from the river to the Logan 
Stone, winds in a beautiful manner beneath the precipice 
of Piddle Down. The m^estic ascent of the hill is pecu- 



LOGAN> OR ROCKING STONE. 

Harly strikinf i at ito greatest distance is plainly to be 
perceived a channel eyidently formed by floods, which 
have driven down the soil into the viver, and rendered 
that part which has been perforated barren and rocky. 

The south side of the river is abruptly bounded in^ 
this part by a steep and lofty aidge of mountains, from Ihe* 
sides of which massive fragments of rocky substance are 
precipitated into the stream i the consequence is, that^ 
being pent up in deep and narrow currents,, the rushing of 
the waters is heard in dreadful uproar for a considerable 
distance, in its course to Bovey Tracy, 

Raging stUl amid the shaggy rocks, 

Now flashes o'er the scattered fragments, now 

Aslant the hollow'd channel rapid darts ; 

And falling flut from gradual slope to slope. 

With wild infracted course and lessenM roar 

It gains a safer bed, and steals, at last, 

Along the mazes of the quiet vale. Thomson. 
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MALVERN ABBEY, 

I WORCESTERSHIRE. 

Oft BAT Malyens situated in tlie lower division of the lian- 
Uted of Persliore, in the county of Worcester, was in the 
"Saxon times a wilderness tbiciL set witli trees ; to wbicli 
-sonae monks, wlio aimed at a cliaracter of superior sanctity, 
witlidrew fhim tlie priory of Worcester, and there becama 
-hermits. Their number haying soon Increased to 300, 
they formed themselres into a society, agreed to live ac- 
cording to the order of St. Benedict, and elected Aldwin, 
one of their fraternity, to be superior. Thus was this 
Abbey founded about the sixteenth of William the €on» 
X|ueror, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary, 

Before his death, Aldwin endowed it with large poi- 
-sessions. Henry I. likewise was a very great benefactor $ 
not only by confirming to the fraternity many lands, but 
granting them also considerable privileges and immunities. 
GIslebert, abbot of Westminster, with consent of his con- 
vent, assigned to them several manors and estates, and of 
t;oarse this monastery was considered as, in its origin, a cell 
to the abbey of Westminster, though at length it became 
a free abbey. Among other benefactors were Henry III. 
Edward I. Gilbert de Clare, earl of Gloucester { Osbom 
and Itichard Fitzpontz ; Wolstan, prior of Worcester ; 
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Guy Fitz-Holgod ; Roger de Chaoodoi ; Walter deMay- 
4eston, Sec, &c. 

At the tinie of the dissolatioo, iU revenues were ya^ 
lued at j^SOS : 1 : 5^ according to Dugdale^ but accord- 
ing to Speed at £SH5 : : 6^. 

In the thirty-sixth year of Henry VIII. this Abbey 
was granted to William Pinnocke, who alienated it to John 
Knottesford, serjeant at arms, whose daughter A^ne mar- 
ried William Savage of the family of that name at Rock 
Savage, Cheshire $ from whom, by inheritance, it came 
to Thomas Ravage, of £lmley Castle, Worcestershire. 
His descendant (by a female), Thomas Byrche Savage, 
sold the demesne, about the year 1774, to James Oliver, 
of Worcester ; the site of the old Abbey having been sold 
a few years before. 

Of the Abbey, the part that is still standing, makes 
a handsome appearance. The gateway is a most beautiful 
specimen of the Gothic style ; aud, -considering its anti- 
quity, is remarkable for retaining in many places its ori- 
ginal freshness. The external appearance of the Churchy 
on the north side, is very striking, and at the same time 
light and pleasing. It was purchased by the inhabitants 
of John Knottesford, before mentioned, and has ever since 
been deemed the parochial church. It is 171 feet in length, 
sixty-three in breadth ; and the height of the nave is sixty- 
three feet. The interior of the Church is a mixture of 
the Saxon and Gothic styles $ and from its exquisitely 
ornamented roof, and other emblazonments, the beholder 
may conceive a faint idea of its pristine beauty. The nave 
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MALTBRM ABBEY. 

ts^a the Saxon style ; and the choir and tower are in the 
florid Gothic The liltar is adorned with burnt tiles, 
which are highly glaEed, and ornamented with mottoes, 
devices, and armorial bearings. It had formerly a great 
number of windows, curiously painted ; but only two of 
these remain perfect : ^hey are whode-length portraits of 
prince Arthur, son of Henry VII. and sir 'Reginald Bray, 
the famous architect of Henry Vllth'strhapel at Westmin- 
ster, and of a chapel at Windsor still called by his name. 

It may not be itnpleasii^ to 'the reader, to be told 
what the sulyects were of some of the principal of those 
beautifhl paintings which once adorned this venerable pile. 
The following particulars are selected from among a great 
number of others less generally interesting, given in an 
account taken in the reign of Charles I. by Mr. William 
Habington; of whose topographical MSS. Dr. Nash 
made a very judicious and advantageous use, in the com*, 
position of his History of Worcestershire. 

The upper part of the great east window was divided 
into twelve compartments, in which were painted the. 
twelve Apostles'$ the lower part into sixteen ^livisions. In 
which were delineated some of the most prominent fea* 
tures of the life of Our Saviour ; viz. bis riding on an ass i 
-celebrating the passover with his disciples, washing their 
feet ; his agony in the garden ; his being betrayed by Judas, 
brought bound before Pilate, sent to Herod, condemned, 
oluthed with purple, scourged, bearing his cross, nailed to 
the oross, his death ; his body talcen down from the cross, 

c2 
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his bttriml, tke itooe of tkc Beprnklire lealed i ike wonen 
bringing spicei \ hii resurreoCion ; kU appeamice to Mary 
Magdalene ; fab appearance at the sea of Tiberiai, to hit 
disciples At Enunaib ; his asoemion ; deteeat of the Hoi j 
Ghost. 

On the south side of the choir, in the first iriodow 
from the east, were represented the Magi ofitering their 
gifts ; above, the arms of Henry YII. and his son Arthar 
prince of Wales« 

In the north side of the nave are six windows, with 
six compartments in each. In the first, nearest the west 
end, was represented Christ cmcified, with St. John sop* 
porting the filiating Virgin, and the centurion coafirasiog 
/esus to be the Christ $ below, the three Marys, sapv 
ported by St. Philip, St. Simon, and St. Jode. 

In the south side are likewise six windows, of the same 
siae and shape, in which were painted many histories of 
the Old and New Testament. In the first, second, third, 
and fMirth compartments of the fint window were several 
histories, flrom the creation to the expulsion of Adam from 
Paradise. In the first four compartments of the second 
window were the history of Noah, and of the tower of 
Babel. In the first four compartments of the third window 
were the histories of Abraham, Lot, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Esaa. In the first four compartments of the fourth win* 
dow was the history of Joseph. The fifth windW coo- 
tained the history of Moses and the Israelites in Egypt 
and the wiMemess. In the sixth window Aaron in his 
priest's dress, and Moses with his glorified countenance. 
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MALTBEII ABBBV. 

In the gnat wctt wiodow wen finurteen compart* 
ments represeottng the reswrrectiooy and Christ comiof tS 
jmdge the world ; the Virgin Mary, and taints. 

In a little window on the south side of the naTO of 
the church, were the arms of Braci f and aboTO it, a 
monlL Icneelin^y with various ignrcs of an anckaa spirit i 
In the lower part, a devil vomiting out an iafiuit, which 
was received by other devils, and an angel piaying for it. 

In the north aisle were painted in five windows various 
histories from the New Testament f twelve stories in each 
window. In the first, the espousal of Joachim and Anne ; 
the angel appearing to Joachim. In the second, the angel 
appearing to the Virgin Mary ; Mary saluting Elizabeth | 
the birth of Chrbt, presentation In the temple ; the Magi 
inquiring for him and oflBprhug their gifts ;. and retumiaf 
into their own country i the angel appearing to Joseph ^ 
Joseph and Mary fleeiiigiBto Bgyptf murder of the inno* 
cents ; Christ baptized by John* In the third, Christ turn* 
ing water into wine at the marriage in Can* of Gadilee> 
healing a paralytic ; casting out a devil, tempted by the 
devil, placed on a pinnacle of the temple, carried to a 
high mountain and shown the glories of the world $ the 
Pool of Bethesda. In the fourth window, Christ walking 
upon the sea, casting out a devil, making clay, and open* 
ing the eyes of the blind, curing a fever, and the womaQ 
with the issue of blood. In the. fifth window, nothing 
sewained at that time but the crucifixion. 

This aisle leads to a chapd dedicated to our Lord, 
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and called Jesus chapely lighted* by two windows, fti the 
large one to the north are twelve compartments ; six 
above and six below. In the upper, were represented the 
Trinity crowning the Virgin ;• a chorus of angels and 
saints praising Crod on various instruments ;. Christ re* 
reived into heaven ; Michael- fighting with the devil $ out 
Saviour bringing Adam and Eve out of bell.. 

The floor and walls of the choir were paved and deco^ 
rated with square briclcs, painted with the arm»of England,, 
of the abbey of l/Vestminster, and of various benefactors.. 

Near the chancel end of the south aisle, under the win* 
dow, is a stone figure of a knight, completely armed ; in 
bis right hand a battle-axe, and in his left a round target, 
havingthe appearance of great antiquity. It has been sup- 
posed to represent a person of the name of John Corbet. 

An old gravestone of Walcher, the second prior of 
this house, which now forms a part of the pavement of 
the nave, was found in May 17 11^ by Mrs. Savage's 8er<» 
vauts, who were digging in her garden, with the date of 
1185, and bearing this inscription : 

'* PniLOSOPBYS DIGNVS BONVB ABTHaLOGYS, LO* 

TBBRINGV8, 
TIB FITS AC HVUILIS, MONACHVS, PRIOR HVJVS 

OYILIS, 
RIC lACET IN CISTA, GB0METRICT8 AC ABACISTA, 
DOCTOR WALCUERVS; FLET FLBB8 OOLET YRDIQVE 

CLBRVS ; 
BVIC LYX PRIMA MORI BBDIT OCTOBRIS 8CNI0RI t 
VITAT YT IN CaEL18 BXORBT QYIS^VB F1DELI8. 

MCXLXXY." 
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MALYBRH ABBBT. 

On a Stone of the LygoB family i 

^ Stay passenger, and ^m this dosty nrney 

Both what I was, and what thou must be, learne : 

Grace, virtae, beauty, had no priTilege, 

That everlastini: statute to abridji^, 

* That all must dye :* then, gentle friend, with care. 

In life, for death and happiness prepare.'* 

A gentleman, who viewed this charch In 1788, has 
given us- a melancholy account of the shameful state of 
defilement and neglect in which he then found the build- 
ing. On the north side of the Church was a play-ground 
for boys,, whose recreation consisted in throwing stones at 
the numerous windows, all full (as we have observed) of 
the finest stained glass i and adlfoining this play-gronnd 
was a kennel of hounds, whose hideous yelk filled up at 
intervals (service-time, or otherwise) the cry of the un- 
restrained juvenile assailants.. In the interior of the 
Church, on the eastern waU> of Jesus chapel, was stuck 
up a large pigeon«house belonging to the vicar ; then the 
Rev. Mr. Philips ; who ei^joyed the vicarage near fifty 
years, and died May 1801. 

As an excuse for the incumbent, it has been said, that 
the profits of the living are small, and that there is no suf- 
ficient fund for preserving the place in good repair ;. the 
natural consequence of which is its present state of im- 
pending ruin. The walls and floors are dreadfully damp, 
and parts of the Church are sometimes flooded^. The ivy 
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if roflfered U g;row within the buHdlii^ ( ftt leasts it has 
pierced through the interstices formed by the tracery of 
the eastern window, and coven a large portion of the 
eastern end of the fabric. It has^ in fact, been tmly laid^ 
that the church is *' in a state unfit for the parishioners, 
disgraceful to the parish, and witt toon he beyond the 
power of repair." 

The present vicar, Mr. Graves (son, we believe, of the 
late Tenerable rector of Claverton), has made endeaTour^ 
to raiae a subscription from the Beighbourii^ Sentry, anF. 
from visitors in the summer, for repairing the church i bat 
the attempt has never succeeded to any tolerable ezteak 
The depredations committed on the painted windows drew 
forth the following poetical complaint from Dr. Booker. 
(See Malvben ; a descriptive and historical Poem."). 

*^ What marvel, that a scene so rich, so grand. 
Should admiration e*en in royal breasti 
Awaken? — Admiration, that inspir*d 
Of old, for yonder venerable pile. 
Devotion, and munificence, and Beat, 
To rear those richly*tinted windows, now, 
Alas ! with ivy, and with weedy moss 
Obtrusive, hung : some, by the gusty wind. 
Or striplings— thoughtless in their boyish sports— 
Fractur'd, and heedlessly, by hand uncouth, 
With ill-accojrding workmanship repair*d. 
Sucli— once their grandeur — ^they, in sequence, told 
Man's bliss primeval and too speedy foil ; 
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His various forlunei in Time's earliest age, 
Recorded io Jehovab's ancient tome ; 
Actions mysterious wrouf lit in Holy Land. 
Kor less mysterious those^ by God's own Soii> 
In later time performed, depicted tbere t 
His restoration of the sick, and lame 
To bealtb and soundness,— of the deaf and bliadc 
To hearing and to sight— the dead to life ! 
His conquest o'er grim Death, by dying gain'd ^ 
And o'er a monster far more dire than. Death — 
Soul-damning Sin ! — These (with eventful truths 
Countless,, and of concernment great to man^ 
From Time's beginning to its last dread hour), 
Jn order doe,, magnificently there 
Were pictur'd— once efiUlgent as the sun^ 
Now, like the moon-ob«cur'd, but dimly seen*. 

*' Restore,. O Piety of modem times ! 
Restore them to their pride. What ancient zealv> 
The generous zeal of better days bestow'd. 
At least preserve, and let not Ruin's tooth 
Insatiate prey on pearls. Away, away,. 
With all that is unseemly from God's bouse : 
Endure not there what would be noisome deem'd^ 
Within your own^ nor let the observant Muse, 
Who so much all around sees fit for praise. 
There only censure, where not e'en the sound 

Of Censure's voice should pain the pious ear.. 

* • « « • « 
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" How lost to Piety, to Virtue lost, 
Who, with soperflaous pageantry and pomp. 
Adorn their mansions, and neglect their God ! 
Their own a palace — His, the Lord of all, 
Damp, fetid, loathsome, a sepulchral cave." 

The Lichfield MS. concerning Malvern states, that 
the situation was so much admired by Henry VII. his- 
queen, and their two sons, prince Arthur and prince 
Henry, as to induce them to beautify the Church with 
stained glass windows to a degree that made it one of the 
greatest ornaments of the nation. ** Those windows," 
says the MS. ** form a mirror wherein we may see how 
to believe, liw, and die.'* It then enumerates the great 
multiplicity of sacred* subjects delineated : one of which^. 
a representation of the day of judgment, is said not tcK 
have been inferior to the paintings of Michael Angelo.. 
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THE CROMLECH^ 

AT DREWSTEIGNTONy 
DEVONSHIRE. 

This curious remnaDt of antiquity is situated on a farm- 
called Sbelstooe, in thr parish of Drewsteignton, and is 
supposed to be the nost perfect specimen of the Itind in 
the ItingdoDi^ 

The quoity or coverkig-stone, has Ihree supporters t 
k rests on the pointed tops of the southern and western 
ones $ but that on the north side upholds it on its inner 
inclining surface somewhat below the top, its exterior 
sides rising several inches higher than the part on which 
the superincumbent stone is laid. This latter supporter is 
seren feet high ; indeed, they are all of such an altitude, 
that a good-sized man. may pass under with his hat oa 
without difficulty ; the height of the inclosed area being 
at least six feet. From the northern to the southern edge 
of the covering-stone is fourteen feet and a half, and from 
the east and west it is of similar length ; for the angles or 
edges appear to present themselves almost exactly to the 
cardinal points. The width across is ten feet. The form 
of this stone is oblate, not gibbous, but rounding from the 
under face^ rising from the north about thirteen inches 
higher than in the other parts;, yet so plain on its super- 
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ficies, that a man may stand on it^ or traverse it» without 
apprehension, 

Borlase and others, who have treated the subject, con- 
sider this species of monument to have been sepulchral ; 
and, as they are often found erected on barrows, which 
are undoubtedly sepulchral, the supposition appears to be 
well founded : certainly^ there is much less evidence in 
favour of their opinion who contend that they were Dni- 
idical altars, and applied to sacrificial purposes. The 
word Cromlech is said to imply crooked (or, according to 
others, consecrated) stones t it is not unlikely, thereforCt. 
that they were iumuH honorabilioreiy or the appropriated 
monuments of chief Druids, or of princes $ a suppositioa. 
which receives some countenance from the famous Crom* 
lech in Kent, known by the name of Kit's Coity House,, 
having covered the body of Catigern, a British prince^ 
slain by the Sajons in battle at Aylesford, A. D. 455. 

The Cromlech which we have thus describedy^ b 
called in the neighbourhood Spinster's Rock^ 
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ANTIQUE BACCHANAUAN VASE, 

IN THE POSSESSION OF THE RIGHT HON. 
THE EARL OF WARWICK. 

This mmgnificent relic of antiquity is of alabaster, and the 
largest, we believe, that has been dhcorered in modem 
times. It holds 16S gallons, and rests on a foot. The 
handles are interw oven \ and the upper margin is adorned 
with a border of vine-branches and grapes. Under this is a 
lion^s skin, with the feet between three maslcs, the upper* 
most of which is between a crooked stick, Utum 6f thyr$us% 
On the modem pedestal is the following inscription : 

HOC PRISTINiB ARTIS 

ROMAN^QVE MAGNIFICENTIiE MONUMEMTUMy 

RUDERIBU8 YILLiG TIBERTINA 

UADRIANO AUG. IN DEUC1I8 HABITiE, EFF098UM 

RE8TITUI CURAYIT 

EQUE8 GULIELMU8 HAMILTON, 

A GEOR6IO III. MAG. BRIT. REGE 

AD 8ICIL. REG EM FERDINANDUM IV. LEGATU8 ; 

ET IN PATRIAM TRAN8MI8SVM 

PATRIO BONARUM ARTIUM GENIO DICAVIT 

AN. AC. N. CI3 DCCLXXIT. 

From which we leara, that having been found in the ruins 
of Hadrian's villa at Tivoli, it was brought over to Eng- 
land by sir William Hamilton, his Britannic migesty't 



ANTIQUE BACCBANALIAV ^A8E. 

mmbassador at the court of Naples, and by bim'-presenteA 
to the earl of Warwick. 

•It was at first placed on a grass-plat before the castle^ 
hut was afterwards transferred to a beautiful green-bouse, 
built on purpose for its reception. 

■We are told, that being discovered in pieces, -an artist 
at Rome formed a mass of clay of its shape and dimen- 
sions ; and fixing the pieces together by adhesion to the 
clay, united them afterwards more formally, and supplied 
the deficient masks. 

Other accounts state, however, that a new mask, on 
the opposite side to that given in the annexed Y iew^ is the 
only reparation that this noble roorceau of ancient art has 
undergone i and this would seem best to agree with the 
notice originally transmitted to England, and inserted in 
the newspapers, at the time of its discovery $ which stated, 
that '* . it was found almost entire," about the middle of 
June 1777. 

In Piranesi*8 Vasi ^ Candelabri maj be seen ^hree 
views of this Vase. 



I , 

^- I 

I I 
:^ I 



' u 



:NiBl*r 



^, ?roi • I* ♦ 






f 









\ rf. .■■ < 



1^ ft,, , , : iii<)..s »>i' . •, ♦.. : «• t \^f- •.' i. . 

I Sf ''liJ .l<>hn''jn,' i»'r'f \|, - • , 
F,-*, kit'.: trtwhc r<l t S . i.'j : i< » t" • 

• ;j-»r \C> ^:oni,ili't»* fiic '-iii.*'. 

• -ail <-u.'>o ti • (! to*', 



; . ''<» . ■'^". " .T « 



V U*l 



{•.►O-iO 



.Ch l^ M' «»' »'. ■ 'I'l •.' i»'ii.h,K»- 



1 * A. •, 






i^'7^ 



.»' 



♦i< 






'.w 






•.'f* 



-.4 



' , t 






i 



. *. 



IRTLINBURG, IRTHUNGBURY, IRTLING- 

BOROUGH, OR ARTLEBOROUGH 

CHURCH, 

NOR THAMPTONSniR E. 

The Cburch of which we here present a soiith*«aBt v4ew, 
wag formerly attached to -a. college of Irtlinbur;, erected 
by the abbot and convent of Peterborough, and John Pyel, 
citizen and mercer of London (one of the commissiooer^ 
to the states of Flanders, for redressing the grievances of 
the English merchants), by a license granted them by 
king Edward IIL for six secular canons or prebendaries 
(of whom one "to be dean), and nine clerks, in the parish 
cbarch of St. Peter of Irtlinburg ; the right of presenting 
to the said canons* places to be in the abbot and conrent 
of Peterborough, and in the said John Pyel, by turns i 
but the said John dying before this foundation was per- 
fected, king Richard II. in consideration of twenty markt 
paid by Joan, the widow and executrix-, granted her a 
■license to complete the same. 

The Church comprises a body and (wo aisles, a chan- 
cel and two cross aisles : the body is in length eighty* 
seren feet { the nave aisles fifty leet broad, and the cross 
aisles ninety feet long. At some distance from the weit 
end of the Church, yet connected with it by the ruins of 
the college, stands a square embattled tower, fifteen feet 
by twdve ; above which is an octagonal one $ both to- 



IRTLINGBaRiTDOH CHITRCBi 

filler fonnio|( a height of ninety-nine feet* In each of 
these towers are three apartments ; between the windows 
of the square tower are four small figures, probably of 
saints I and under them a bend between two mullets 
pierced* 

In the wall, at the south «ide of the chancel, is a 

tomb of blue roarUe, the canopy supported by fretwork 

pillars I and also the tombs of a man and a woman, with 

labels. li«ar this is an alaba«ter tomb, with two figures 

cuml>ent, but no inscription ; it has, howerer, been ra* 

tionailycoi^jectttred to be that of the founder, John Pyel, 

and his wife Joan* On the north'side of this chancel is 

^another tomb, with the figure of a woman in alabaster, 

much deAiced : this is thougirt to have belonged to dame 

Anne Cheyney. At the head of this, under arches, is a 

vfigure of a man in armour ^ his head on a cushion, and at 

-bis side a woman in the dress of the time. 

The revenues, by the survey taken at the disstflutioB, 
^wenty-sizth of Heftry YIII. amounted to >£70t 16 : lOJ;! 
from which deducting ^£6 : 4 for -rents and pensions, there 
>was left a clear income of £6A : 12^: lOJ. The master of 
the college being both vicar and parson, a vicarage, of 
*course, was endowed. 

Artleborough, for so it is most commonly (though coi^ 
^ivptly (called, is about two miles from JFIigham Ferrers. 
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KENILWORTH CAStLE AND PllIORV, 

trARfricRsmkE. 

Tut angnst rains of jKbnilworth (Dastlc aftbrd aa 
impreaBlve example of the instability of liaman affairs. A 
fkbric, once the boast of pride, the seat of elegance, the 
ftrength of defence, is now become a mere heap of picta- 
resque desolation. Of the apartments, formerly graced 
ivith iht presence of queen Elizabeth, when she visited 
her favoarite Leicester in 1575, nothing now but the bare 
walls reitiain. The only habitable part is a portion of 
the gate-house, built by lord Leicester in 1571. 

The Castle, tf hich is situated nearly in the middle of* 
the connty, five miles and a half froiii Warwick, aboui 
the same distance south-east of t!ov^ntfy, and ninety mile^ 
from London, was founded by Galfrtdas, or Oeoifrey de 
Clinton, chamberlain and treasurer to Itenry I» It did 
not, however, continue long in his faiiiily; for toward 
♦he end of the reign of John, it was garrisoned by the 
king, who expended much money in repairing it. 

In the reign of Henry III. it was sometime us^d as a 
prison, and had twice Justice^ appointed to atterid tfie gaol 
delirery. In the gdth year of that monarch, Gilbert de 
^egrave was made governor during the king's pleasure. 

Henry aflterward^ granted this Cafitle to Simon def 

D 



KENILWOIITH CASTLE AMD PRIORY. 

Montfort, earl of Leicester, and Eleanor hb wife, daring 
their lives. This earl, joining with the barons, was, w ith 
his eldest son, slain at the battle of Evesham ; but the 
Castle was held six months against the king by Henry de 
Hastings, appointed governor by Simon de Montfort, son 
of the deceased earl, he being absent in France, whither 
he went in order to solicit assistance to raise the siege. 
During this attack, the garrison defended themselves with 
great resolution, having engines which cast stones of an 
extraordinary size, and likewise making frequent and 
successful sallies. 

The king, finding a stouter resistance than be had 
expected, turned the siege into a blockade; during which 
time, he assembled a parliament in the town of Kenil worth. 
In order to mitigate the severity of the penalties enacted by 
that of Winchester i whereby the estates of all persons who 
bad taken part with the barons were confiscated. This be 
rightly considered would make those who bad rashly em« 
braced that party become desperate. Here, therefore,wa8 
made that decree styled Dictum de Kenitworth ; according 
to which, everyperson whose estates bad thus been forfeited 
(Henry de Hastings, and some of the heads of the party, 
excepted) might redeem his lands on the payment of a pe- 
cuniary fine, not under two, nor exceeding five years rent. 

On the first assembling of this parliament, the king 
sent a messenger with the offer of advantageous terms to 
the governor and garrison. His negotiation, however, was 
not more successful than his arms ; for, although backed by 
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KBNILWORTH CASTLE AMD PRIORT. 

the menaces of Ottobon, the Pope^s legate, then in hit 
camp, they not only rejected these offers, but, with a bar- 
barity that disgraced their courage, basely maimed the 
messenger. The person guilty of this breach of faith wai 
likewise, and with great propriety, excepted from the 
benefits of the Dictum de Kenilworth. The king, greatly 
exasperated at this outrage, and tired of the blockade, 
resolved to storm the Castle. 

In the mean time a violent pestilential dborder break- 
ing out among the garrison, and their provisions being 
nearly exhausted, they agreed, on certain conditions, to 
yield up the Castle to the king, unless relieved by a specific 
day. A messenger was, by permission, dispatched to in- 
form De Montfort of this agreement; but before his 
return, the disorder increasing, they surrendered ; Henry 
de Hastings, with the rest of the garrison, being permitted 
to go freely forth with their horsed, arms, and accoutre- 
ments : they bad also four days allowed them for the 
removal of their goods. » 

Bishop Gibson, in his edition of Camden, says, 
** Near this Castle they still find balls of stone sixteen 
inches in diameter, supposed to have been thrown in slings 
in the time of the barons* wars.*' It is more probable, 
however, that these balls were designed for the engines here 
mentioned ; because their weight, supposing them only of 
the same specific gravity as Portland stone, would be 
upwards of 200 pounds, by far too great a mass to be 
4hrofrn from a sling by the strength of a m^n^s arm, 
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KBiriLWOETR CASTLE AVti miOEY. 

After the sieg^e, the king bestowed the Castle on hi# 
son Edmund, and his heirs, ^e likewise granted bim free 
chase aqd free warren in all his demesne lands and woodf 
beloo^ng thereto, with a weekly market and nn annnal 
fair. 

In the seventh year of Edward I. Roger Mortimer^ 
earl of March, held a tonmament here, at which 100 
knights, and as many ladies, attended,who styled themselTCt 
the Society of the Round Table, from one at which they sat, 
to avoid disputes about precedency. Here also the nnfor* 
tunate Edward II. having been deposed by his qveen, w&s 
imprisoned, and during his confinement renounced bis 
right to the crown. Hence he was removed in the night 
by his brutal keepers, sir John Maltravers and sir Thomas 
Berkley } and in an open field between this place and War* 
wick, set on the bare ground and shaved with dirty water 
out of a neighbouring ditch. Not long afterwards he wai 
most horribly murdered in Berkley castle. 

By marriage the Castle came at length to John of 
Gaunt,who added to it that part still calledLancaster build- 
ings. H is son becoming king of England, it again reverted 
to the crown i and so continued till the fifth year of the 
reign of Elizabeth ; when she granted it to her favourite 
Leicester, who spared no cost in enlaiging and beautifying 
It ; for, at the expense of a£60,00D he added the gate-house, 
the gallery, Mortimer's towers, and Leicester buildings. 
Tl^is done, he invited t)ie queen to an entertainment, the 
tradition of which still lives in the country ; and we have 
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KENILWOETH CASTLE AND PmiOEY, 

scarcely any tbiii|; equal to it on record. One Langham, a 
person in office about the courty and who was present at 
the time, published an account of it, in a *' Letter,*' from 
which we shall abstract a brief sicetch of her majesty's 
reception ^ the words in italics being Langham*8, 

On the ninth of July 1575, in the evening, the 
queen approaching the first gate of the Castle, the porter, 
« man tall of person, and ttern of countenancef with a 
club and keys, accosted her majesty in a rough tpeech^ full 
of passion^ in metre^ aptly made for the purpose ; and 
demanded the cause of all this diny and noise^ and riding 
about toithin the charge of his office f But upon seeing 
the queen, as if he had been struclc instantaneously, and 
pierced at the presence of a personage so evidently expres- 
sing heroical sovereignty^ he falls down on his knees, 
humbly prays pardon for his ignorance, yields up his club 
and keys, and proclaims open gates, and free passage to all. 

Immediately the trumpeters, who stood on the wall, 
^etn^ six in number, each an eight foot high, with their sil' 
very trumpets, of a Jive foot long, sounded up a tune of 
Kelcome* , 

These harmonious blasters maintained their delectable 
music, while the queen rode through the tilt-yard to the 
g^rand entrance of the Castle, which was washed by the lake. 

Here, as she passed, a moveable island approached, 
in which sat inthroned, the lady of the lake ; who accosted 
her majesty in well'penned metre, with an account of th« 
antiquity of the Castle, and of her own sovereignty over 



XCNILWORTH CASTLB AND PRIORT* 

those waters, since the days of king Arthur : but that hear" 
ing her majesty was passing that voay^ she came in humblt 
wise to offer up the same, and all her power y into her 
majesty's hands. 

This pageant was closed with a delectable harmony of 
hautboys^ shalmSy cornets^ and such other loud music^ which 
held Oft, while her majesty pleasantly so passed into the 
castle- gate. 

Here she was presented with a new scene. Several 
of the heathen gods had brought their gifts before her, 
which were piled up, or hung, in elegant order on both 
sides of the entrance : wild-fowl, and dead game, from Syl- 
vanus, god of the woods : baskets of fruit from Pomona s 
Reaves of various kinds of corn from Ceres : a pyramid 
adorned with clusters of grapes, gracijied with their vine-^ 
Itavesy from Bacchus, and ornamented at the bottom witb 
elegant vases and goblets : fish of all sorts, disposed in^ 
baskets, were presented by Neptune ; arms by Mars ; and 
musical instruments by Apollo. An inscription over the 
gate explained the whoI€. 

Her majesty, having graciously accepted these gifts, 
was received into the gates with a concert of flutes, and 
other soft music ; and alighting from her palfrey (which she 
always rode single), she was conveyed into her chamber. 

Here the queen was entertained nineteen days ; and 
it is recorded, that the entertainment cost the earl a thou- 
sand pounds a day ; each of which was diversified with 
masks, interludes, hunting, music, and a variety of other 
amusements. 
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XENILWORTB CASTLB AlTD FltrORY. 

Amolig^ Other compliments paid to the queen ia 
this gallaiit festival, the great clock, which was fixed in 
Cesar's tower ,^ was stopped during her miyesty's continu* 
ance in the Castle, that, while the country enjoyed that 
great blessing, time might stand still. 

Oliver Cromwell gave the finishing blow to this place. 
ft was sold by the parliament f and the lead, with other 
materials, being removed, caused it rapidly to decay. The 
earl of Clarendon^ however, to whom it now belongs, has 
taken measures to secure the remains of the buildings from 
forther depredations. 

The same Geoffrey de Clinton, who, as we have said, 
built the Castle, founded adso at a little distance from it, in 
1123, a Monastery of black canons, or canons regular of 
St. Augustine, dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

For the redemption of his sins, Dugdale teHs us, and 
for the good estate of king Henry I. (whose consent lie had 
to it), his own wife and children, Clinton endowed it with 
^tal the lands and woods that he had in the parish of Kenil- 
wortb, except what he had reserved for the building of a 
Castle and making a park, with many other lands and 
liberties ; all whicli he enjoined his heirs to observe, on 
pain of his curse, and God's wrath. 

Geoffrey his son, and Henry bis grandson, not only 
confirmed his gifts, but made considerable additions to the 
revenues of it, out of their own estates, the former 
granting them the tithes of all manner of provisions 
whatioever, that were carried into the Castle. 
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There were many other benefoctpr^ to this Prior>, 
whose lands and rents king Henry I, briefty reciting in bis 
charter, confirmed, and granted the canons great liberties 
and immunities at the same time ; as did king Henry 11. 
insomuch that they had the privileges of court-leet ; assize 
of bread and beer ; authority to try and punish malefactors $ 
freedom from county and hundred courts } free warren 
within certain manors, S(,c» paying to the king, his heirs 
and successors, a£116 : 2 : Sptr annum. 

At the time of the dissolution, it was valued at 
s£5Sd : 15 : 4 per annum, above all reprizes ; which being 
included, the true value was j£643 : 14 : 0^. The house 
was surrendered by Simon Jekys, its abbot, and-sUteen 
monks : these had all pensions assigned them in the 29tb of 
Henry VIII. who granted the site of it to sir Andrew 
Flamock, a courtier of the time ; whose grand-daughter 
and heiress brought it with her in marriage to John 
Colbom, esq. of Morton Morell ; but he having purchased 
some horses that had been stolen Out of the stables of the * 
earl of Leicester, near the Castle, was frightened into a 
conveyance of his right to that nobleman, to whom queen 
Elizabeth had before given the manor and Castle. 

It is now almost entirely demolished, there being 
only the gate and some small parts of the walls remaining i 
but their distances from each other, and their curious 
architecture, show that it has been a spacious and beau- 
tiful structure. 
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,DE LA PRE ABBEY, 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

The Abbey of St. Mary de la Pre, or de Pratis (i, t, in 
the meadows), near Northampton, was a Priory o^ 
Clonlac nans, founded by Simon de St. Liz, the first earl 
of Northampton and Huntin|;don ; which foundation, and 
all the lands given to it, as well by the said earl as others, 
were recited at large in, and confirmed by, the charter of 
king Edward III. in the second year of his reign, which 
will be found in the Monasticon, 

Mllo Beanchamp, of Eaton, with the consent of 
Pagan Beauchamp, his heir, gave a rent of three shillings 
per annum to this nunnery, which the brethren of St. 
John*8 hospital at Northampton ha<9 usually paid him, 
for certain lands called Hirluale. William de Vipount 
idso gave certain lands in Hardfstone to the nuns here i 
and Agatha, the widow of William de Albini, gave to ' 
these nuns four oxgangs of land, two in Brandstone, and 
two in Falclive. 

At the dissolution, according to Dngdale, it was 
valued at ^£119:9:7^. 

This Abbey was a seat of the Tate's, who, in the 
time of James I. married a coheiress of lord Zouch, of 
■Harringworth ; it is at present the residence of the hon. 
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DB X.A FRF/ ABBEY. 

Bdward BouTcrie, ancle of the earl of Radnor, and mem- 
ber for Northampton. The house stands in the meadows, 
one mile, from the London road. Considerable altera* 
tions have taken place in the buildtng since it became a 
fiimily residence : and almost the only external remains 
»f its antiquity are to be seen in the annexed View. 
The gardens are extensive,, and the grounds are laid oot 
with considerable taste; a vista has lately been opened 
through the trees, admitting to the house a view of tlie 
venerable cross which stands in its vicinity. 

In the time of Henry VI. there was a great battle 
fought on the hill without the south gate of Northamp;^ 
ton ; and many of the slain were buried io thti Abbej.. 
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ESSEN DINE CHUKCK, 

MUTLAI^maiRE. 

This Church wa» originally the chapel of the ca»tle of 
Essendine. It itands within the circuits of the outer moat 
by which the castle was surrounded f and was given about 
the latter end of tlie reign of king Henry II. to Baldwin 
Bnelotht wlio had married Rohesia^the widow of WiUiam 
de Bussey, or Bussew. With the consent of his wife^and 
the heirs of the said William de Bussey^ he gave and 
granted in perpetual alms, to the monks of Saint Andrew, 
in Northampton, twelve acres of land in bis demesnes at 
Essendine, in consideration of which,, the said monks 
obliged themselves to find a chaplain to reside continually 
in Essendine, and to supply the cure of the Chapel there. 
The southern door of the Church is, beyond question, the 
most ancient specimen that the county of Rutland, which 
abounds in Saxon and Norman remains, can produce of 
English architecture. Other parts of the Chapel are not* 
of so high antiquity. The arch which separates the 
Church from the chancel is pointed, but has the rude zig* 
zag ornament on the mouldings : and in the' west end of 
the Church was a window of the lancet kind, now bloclce^ 
up on the outside, which, though old, is of a date suhf^e- 
quent to the arch which separates the Church from^tha 



ESSENDINE CHVRCH. 

cbancd. And the chancel is of a more recent date than 
the west end of the Church. 

The whole length of this Chapel is 69 feet dear, of 
which the chancel is Sd feet. The nave is about 16 feet 
wide, the chancel rather less. Mr. Blore, of Stamford, 
to whom the public will shortly be indebted for a history 
of Rutlandshire, observes, *' I have generally found the 
fbnts, and the principal doors- of entrance into the 
churches in this county, more ancient th^h any other 
parts of those edifices. But I do not know how to ac- 
count for it, unless some idea of greater sanctity wav 
attached to them, which operated to their preservation 
when other parts of the original buildings were talcen 
down." 

When the Danes invaded England^ about the year 
1016, the then baron of Essendine, with the men of 
Stamfbrd, gave them battle near that town, and beM them 
back* Essendine still gives the title of baron to the 
marquis of Salisbury. 
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LONDON STONE. 



Tbis fomcMu relic of antiqnily tlands in « kM ef tt^ 
tiope under the tonlh wall of St 8withiii*f eb«roli) on IIm 
north side of Canon Street. Till toward tlie nlddle of tlM 
last century, it wa# pitched near the channel &cii^ thf 
same place, and feced very deep in the fround, listened 
with bars of iron, aiyl otherwise so itroi^y set, that if 
carts, by the negiiceace of their drivers, were mn Bgidoti 
it, the wheels might break, but the stone veiuained un^ 
shaken. 

On wh^t occasion or account it was set vp, or at what 
Unie, ^re iufolved in complete obscurity. But tkat it waa 
prior tp the conquest is certain } for at the end of a gospeU 
book given to Christ-church, Canterbury, by £thelstan» 
king of the West Saxons, are noted certain laad^ or rents 
in London belonging to the said church, of which one 
parcel is described as lying near London Stone* 

We might employ a dozen pages in detailing the 
Tarious coi\jecture8 that have been formed on this sub* 
ject ; but shall content ourselves with mentioning such as 
appear the most plausible. 

It is well known, that the Romans reckoned their 
miles from all great towns and places by stones pitched { 
this they did also in Britain } and perhaps this might be 



LOHOOn STONE. 

the Stone for London, from which precise spot to measare 
their miles from this city to other parts of the land. 

Perhaps, however, this Stone may be even of greater 
antiquity than the times of the Romans, and have been an 
object or a monument of heathen worship ; for we are told 
by an eminent British antiquary, Mr. Owen, of Shrews* 
bury, that the Britons erected stones for religious worship^ 
and that the Druids had pillars of stone in veneration % 
which custom they borrowed from the Greeks, who, as 
Pausanias writes, adored rude and unpolbhed stones. 

In the time of Henry YI. when Jacic Cade, the 
Kentish rebel, who called himself lord Mortimer, came 
through Southwaric kito London, he marched to this 
Stone, where was at that time a great co a ow fi c of 
people, and the lord mayor among the rest. Cade struck 
his sword upon the Stone, and said, ** Now is Mortimer 
lord of this city ;** and, having made a formal declaration 
to the mayor, returned to Southwark. It seems not Im- 
probable, from the circumstance Of the mayor and citi- 
sens being assembled at London Stone, that it might be 
the place whence proclamations nnd public notices were 
^ven to the people of the city. 
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QUEEN'S CROSS, 

N^ORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Of the occasion of this memorial bein^ erected, we hare 
given an account in our description of Waltham Cross. 

It stands upon a' rining ground, on the east side of 
the London road, in the parish of Hardingstone, and 
little more than half a mile south from Northampton. 

The ascent to it is by eight steps, each about one foot 
broad, and nine incites high. 1 1 is divided into three stories, 
er towers ; the first, of an octagonal form, each side being 
four feet wide, and fourteen in height. On the south and 
east sides are the arms of the county of Ponthieu, in 
Picardy; the qiieen*« mother having been countess of 
Ponthieu ; and in another escutcheon, those of the kingdom 
of Castile and Leon ; her father being Ferdinand III. king 
of Castile and Leon. On the north side, in two separate 
shields, are the arms of Castile and Leon, and of England : 
on each of these, and on the west side, just below the 
arms, in alto relievo, is an open boolc, on a kind of desk. 

Tlie second story, of a like shape with the former, is 
twelve feet in height. In every other side, within a niche, 
is a female figure, crowned, about six feet high (in good 
condition), with a canopy over its head, supported by 
two Gothic pilfars, crowned with pinnacles. 
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QUEEN*8 CROSS. 

The upper tower it eight feet high, and has only foor 
•Ides, facing due east, west, north, and south. On each 
of these sides is a sun-dial, which were put up in 1712. 
The top is mounted with a cross three feet in height, which 
was added in 17 IS, when the road was repaired, by order of 
the bench of justices. On the western side of the lower 
•tory, and fronting the road, are the royal arait of Great 
Britain, with queen Anne^s motto. Semper eadem* Under- 
neath the arms is a square tablet of white marble, thus 
inscribed: 

In perpetuam Coi^ngalis Amoris Memoriam 

Hoc Eleanor€B Reginae Monumenturo, 

Vetustate pene collapsum, restaurari yoluit, 

Honorabilis Justlciariorum Coetus 

Comitatis Northamptonhe 

MDCCXIII. 

Anno illo felicisslmo 

Grandae Britannite suse Decus, 

Potentissima Oppressorum Yindez, 

Pacts Bellique Arbitra, 

Post Germaniam liberatam, 

Belgiam Pnesidiis munitam, 

Gallos plus vice decima profligatAS 

Suit Sociorumque Armis, 

Yincendi quodum statuit i 

£t Europtp in Libertatem Tindicatse 

Pacem restituit* 

On the sooth side of the bottom story is a white marble 
escutcheon, with this io8cri{»tion : 

Rursus emendat et restaurat* 
t««^ "S^EORGii III, regis ?do, 
^""^ J Domini 1762. 
N, Baylis, 
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LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL, 

OLAMORGJNSHIRE. 

The aticieBt city ef Llandaff is at prrsent only a mnall 
stra^iiiX Tillage of contemptible cottages. It however 
•till retains evident marks of its former consequeace. A 
chorck Is saitf to have keen kere from tlie flnt plaatlag of 
Ckristiaaity in Britain, and the Gospel was preaeked mk 
Llandaff as early as A. D. 186 ; bot H was not till about 
the beginning of the sixth century that it fose to the juris- 
diction of a bishop. Attempts have been made by his- 
torians to preserve the names of the bishops of this see, 
though with indifferent success ; for until about the latter 
end of the ninth centary these accounts are said to be 
very incorrect. Its first bbhops were Dubritius, Teileian, 
and Odoceus, who were all canonized. < This church waA 
possessed of very liberal endowment?, but was deprived 
of the greater part shortly after the Conquest ; at which 
time the first edifice was demolished. The present fabric, 
which was built by bishop Urban in the year 1107, mea- 
sures, according to Grose, two hundred and sixty-three 
feet and a half in length from east to west ; the distance 
from the west door 'to the choir is one hundred and ten 
feet, from the entrance into the choir to the altar seventy 
five feet, and from thence to the Virgin Mary's chapel 
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LLANDAPP CATHEDRAL. 

fizty-five feet ; the breadth of the body is sixty-ive feet, 
and the height from the floor to the centre of the roof 
one hundred and nineteen feet. Here is neither cross- 
aisle, middle tower, nor steeple. This Church appears 
to have been a magnificent structure. Some of the door- 
cases are ornamented with handsome Norman mouldings : 
others, particularly on the north and south sides, are 
elegant specimens of the ancient English architecture. 
There are two towers still standing at the west end of the 
Cathedral) one of which, much lower than the oiher» 
appears of later date than the body, and is said to have 
been erected by Jasper Tudor^ earl of Bedford, in the 
reign of Henry V. This end of the building serves for 
the chief entrance into a part lately repaired at a vast 
expense. This appears like a new building within the 
walls of the old one. No attention has been paid to the 
style of the original edifice, so that there is a strange 
mixture of discordant architecture — Venetian windows^ 
Ionic pillars, fanciful friezes, and varied architraves ; 
while the noble arches and ivy-clad towers of the ancient 
Cathedral proudly overlook this petty innovation, with a 
•ilent, but forcible air of deserted grandeur. Amon|^ 
other absurdities resulting from this species of reparation^ 
it has been remarked, that the Christian altar is here 
raised under the portico of the Heathen temple. 

The window of the west front iir of fine lancet-work, 
above which is the statue of Henry I. and over the 
beautiful arched entrance is another of St. Dubritius. 
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LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL. 

Within are several monuments of the bishops, and under 
a window is one which merits particular attention : it 
represents an emaciated cdrpse wrapped in a winding- 
sheet ; the appearance of death, brought on by a long 
and wasting sicliness, is here admirably delineated. There ' 
are two others in alabaster of the fomily of Mathews, 
finely executed, supposed to be the workmanship of Cel- 
lini, or some other famous Italian artist. 

The diocese is govetned by a bishop, who is also 
dean, the archdeacon, who is sub-dean, and twelve pre- 
bendaries, with two vicars choral. The choral service 
has been discontinued for some years, and the revenue 
very properly applied to prevent dilapidations. Mr. 
Evans, in his Tour through South Wales, observes, that 
'* the attention which is paid to the neatness of the 
building, and the decorum observable in the performance ' 
of divine service (which is alternately in English and - 
Welsh), do credit to the officiating clergy ; and furnish 
an example worthy not of commendation only but of 
imitation.'' 

Near the Cathedral stood the bishop's castle, the gate- 
bouse of which and a few fragmeuts'of the walls are still to 
be seen, 

the rude remains 

Of high antiquity, from waste escaped 

Of envious time, and violence of war ; 

For war there once, so tells th' historic page. 

Led desolation's steps. 

k2 



Tbe castle wai demoliihcd by Owen Qlendour in tbc 
Tfigv of Heary lY. This ferocions character, ff«Bi the 
rank of a private gentleniaAy railed himself to the sove- 
reignty of tl|e principality. He vias brought np at the 
inns of court, London, and on retiring to his estate at 
Qleadowrdwy, he engaged in a snit at law with the lord 
Gbrey of Ruthin for a supposed trespass upon his lands ; 
which suit having lost, he thereat conceived so high a 
resentment against the whole English nation, that he re- 
solved upon raising a rebellion to resist the authority of 
the king. He found it no difficult matter to induce the 
Welsh, who ever since the reign of Edward I. had been 
sul^ect to the English, to take up arms, and favoured by 
the distraction of the times, the king being then engaged 
in a war with the Scots, he persuaded his countrymen 
entirely to throw off their allegiance to England, and 
acknowledge him as their sovereign. From thenceforward 
Glendour styled himself prince of Wales. His first enter- 
prise was directed against his former opponent the lord 
Grey, whom he made his prisoner, and afterwards com- 
pelled him to marry his daughter on promise of giving 
him his liberty, which promise he did not fulfil. Encou- 
raged by his success, he ventured to march his forces 
into Herefordshire, where he was met and encountered by 
^ward Mortimer, earl of March, whom he also defeated 
and made prisoner ; and having ravaged all the country 
.west of the Severn, carried off a considerable booty. 
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HALES OWEN ABfiEV, 
smtopstiiRi^. 

7tf 18 i^as A tnsnaitery sf tli^ birfl^r of ^rAmoflitMteDies. 
The ttitoor imd aAvtaWson of the church of llales, or 
Haies Owen, Wai given by king .f ohn, in lUlby td Pefer 
-dt Ro^ibns, for the erection ot a religious house np6n 
the lite, which was sOon accomplished. Henry lit. 
confirmed the grant $ and ftoger, bishop of Litchfield and 
Coveniry, io the year 1248, appropriated the charch of 
Walshall to the Abbey after the death of Vincent, then 
rector of the church, saving out of the same a vicarage 
of thirteen marlcs, to be assigned to a vicar, with all 
obventions. 

In the year 1270, Godfrey, bishop of Worcester, eon- 
Urmed a Settlement between the abbot and the perpetual 
Vicar of the parish-church, v'lt, 'that the Vicar should 
tave and receive from the abbot ten marks yearly, a 
house, with outhouses, orchard, garden, and vesture Of 
ihe chnrcb^yard, and that the canons should find another « 
priest to be under the vleaf, and to bear all ordinary aftd 
extraordinary charges. 

Joan dc Botetourt, widow of Thomas Botetourt, and 
one of the sisters and coheiresses of John de Someri, baron 
Dudley, gave the manor of Worvely, or Wcly, in the 



BALB8 OWBHT ABBEY. 

coanty of Worcester, to the canons of this henie, to fovnd 
certain chantries, and perform some alms-deeds, accord- 
ing to the tenonr of an indenture made between her and 
the abbot. She died soon after. Her son and heir, John 
de Botetourt, inheriting her pious disposition as well as 
her estate, gave the advowsons of the churches of Clent 
and Rowley, with their chapels, to the canons. John de 
Hampton also gave some lands to this house. Woktan, 
bishop of Worcester appropriated the church, &c. of 
Rowley, with the usual reservations to the vicar, and the 
tithes of calves and lambs, and all small tithes (except 
the lands belonging to the monastery), mortuaries, the 
herbage and trees of the church-yard, and all the al- 
tarage. 

Sir Hugh Bumell, governor of Bridgenorth castle, 
and one of the favourites of Richard II. by his testament, 
dated October 2, 1417, in the fifth year of Henry V. 
bequeathed his body to be buried in the choir of the 
Abbey, under a fair tomb of alabaster (which he had 
before prepared) near the body of Joyce his wife; ap- 
pointing his funeral *Mo be honourably solemnized, hb 
debts,.paid, his servants rewarded, &c." 

The Monastery at its dissolution was valued, according 
to Dugdale, at «£280 : IS : SJ per annum; according to 
Speed, at £9Sn : 16 : 6^ per annum* 
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HALES OWEN, 

SHROPSHIRE^ 

Is one of those isolated districts whicii, In the division of 
the kingdom, was appended, for some reason not now 
discoverable,' to a distant county ; and though surrounded 
by Warwickshire, Staffordshire, and Worcestershire, is 
placed in "the county of Salop, from which it is distant 
nearly thirty miles. 

It is situated on the river Stour, a branch of which 
rises in this parish, and lies eastward.of Stourbridge, at 
the distance of 118 miles from London. 

The market is held on Monday, and there are here 
two annual fairs. The public buildings are the church, 
which is a stately edifice, a free-school, and a workhouse. 
The principal manufacture is the making of nails. 

Near Hales Owen was formerly a Roman station, and 
several antiquities have been dug up in the neighbourliood. 

The principal attraction to this town is its vicinity 
to the Leasowes. 

The rural simplicity of the Leasowes is captivating s 
it is celebrated for being formerly the retreat of the ad- 
mired Shenstone ; and it has for ever established his 
pretensions to taste and judgment. <* It is a perfect 
picture of bis mind," says Mr. Wheatly, on Gardening, 



HALSS OWBir. 

<< simple, elegant, and amiable i and will always suggest 
a doabt whether the spot inspired his yeise, or whether, 
in the scenes which he formed, he only realised the pai« 
toral images which abound in his songs." 

These plantations haTO been so Tariously and so ge- 
nerally detailed, that we shall only notice Sheastone*8 
own description : 

Calm delight, 

Verdant vales and fountains bright i 
Trees that nod on sloping hillst 
Caves that echo tinkling rills. 

The view from the seat inscribed ditina glokia 
RVRis, is extremely fine : the front, occupied by the 
stately woodland of the Leasowes i the Clent htHs, the 
spire of Hales Owtn ehurch, the obelisk in Hagley park ; 
a variegated contrast 4>f villages, gentlemen's seats, wind- 
mills, woods, and hillocks, fill op the centre of the land- 
scape. The prospect is farther extended to the Clee hills, 
twenty-five milet distant, and the Wrekin, thirty miles ; 
and at the utmost verge of the horizon, the almost im- 
pereeptible view of the saUea mountains of Wales at the 
distance of seventy miles, bounds a scene the most beau- 
tiful that can be conceived. 

A large embankment to form the bed of a navigable 
eaaal has lately been thrown up near Hales Owen, which 
•ilectually deprives the Leasowes of one of its most ad> 
mited prospccto. 
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HADDON HALL, 

DERBYSHIRE, 

Is sitvated about two miles south of Bakewell, on a bold 
emiacnce, rising on the east side of the river Wye, and 
OTerlooks the vale which bears its name. 

It is a venerable mansion belonging to the duke of 
Rutland ; and though uninhabited, and in very indiffrreat 
repair, contains many desiderata for the antiquary* The 
approach at a distance is very grand and impressive, and 
assumes all the requisites of baronial dignity. The most 
ancient part is the tower over the gateway, probably 
built about the knightly reign of Edward III» The chapel 
seems of the date of Henry YI. and the gallery that of 
the reijgii of Elizabeth. The whole fabric abounds ia- 
armorial bearings of the Vemoas impaled with those of 
other fiunilies. In the chapel windows are aome good 
remains of painted glass, and the date 14S7. 

The manor of Haddoa, after tho ConqiiesI, became 
the property of the family of AveneU, the coh e ir es s e s of 
which married into the families of Vernon and Basset, in 
the reign of Richard I. The latter continued to enjoy a 
moiety of the estate till the reign of Edward III. Hence 
by another marriage it passed to the family of Franceys, 
which assumed the name of Vernon ; and ultimately, the 
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whole estate became the possestion of fir Richard Ver- 
noo in the reign of Henry VI. His son, sir Henry 
Vernon, was goTemor to prince Arthvr, son to Henry 
VII. { and sir George Vernon, the last male heir of the 
fiunlly, was so distinguished for his hospitality, that he 
was denominated ** the King of the Peak.** 

On his death, daring the reign of qoeen Elizabeth, 
he left two daughters, the eldest of whom married sir 
Thomas Stanley, second son of Edward, the third earl 
of Derby. Dorothy, tlie youngest, married sir John 
Manners, knight, second son of Thomas, first earl of Rut- 
land of that name. By her, this and all the other estates 
In the county of Derby belonging to her came to her 
husband, and have regularly descended to the present 
noble possessor. 

The Hall continued to be t)ie residence of the family 
till the beginning of the eighteenth century, when It was 
quitted for Belvoir castle. 

It appears, that '* in the time of the residence of the 
duke of Rutland in the reign of queen Anne, seven score 
servants were maintained within the mansion, and the true 
style of old English hospitality was maintained duriqg 
the twelve days after Christmas. 
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NEATH CASTLE, 

GLAMOMQjiNSHIRE. 

This ancient structnre was part of the domains of Jest jn 
-ap GwrguDt, lord of Morgannive or Glamorgan. Tills 
<:bieftftin laying joined three other chiefll in a rel>ellion 
against Rliys ap Tewdwr, prince of South Wales, A. D. 
1090, promised that, to make the anion more binding, 
Einion one of the chiefs should marry Jestyn's daughter, 
piovided he procured assistance from the Normans in 
prosecuting- treason against prince Rhys. 

Robert Fitzhammon, a near relation to the king of 
England, and a baron of the realm, was applied to, and he 
selected twelve of his adherents to undertake the enterprise. 
They and their army, in 1091, invaded South Wales, and 
.laid the country waste in a merciless manner. Rhys, at this 
time ninety years of age, met theassailants upon the Black 
Mountain near Brecknock, and was slain in battle. 

The treason having been so far fortunate, Jestyn kept 
his engagepaeots with>the Norntaas, but neglected to MAX 
the pledge he had given to his fellow-traitor Einion, grew 
insolent in his prosperity, and treated his ally with disdain 
and derision. 

. Einion resenting a conduct so faithless and ungrateful, 
posted after the Normans, and arrived at the sea-shore w hen 
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they had already embarked. He waved his mantle as a 
Digital, which they perceiving, immediately returned ; and 
on inqairing the cause of such an extraordinary invitation, 
received from Einion an account of his usage. He informed 
them at the same time that an easy conquest miglit be 
made of the country, as the neighbouring Welsh princes 
too much despised Jestyn's tirnchery to oftr hfm any 
assistance. The Normans perceiving a prospect of oil- 
taining a fertile country with facility, really engaged ia 
Einion's views i suddenly invaded, and easily dispMsesied 
Jestyn of his territory. 

Fitzhammoo then parcelled out the domain, resenri^g 
tb himself the principal parts and the seigniority of the 
whole : he then gave the rest of the province, to be held as 
fiels under hiui, to the twelve linights who shared In the 
adventufe; leaving the rdngfa and barren mountains to the 
share of Einion. In this mamer were the lords marcheis 
established in Wales ; possessing in all cases, except the 
power of granting pardons for treason, the rights of royalty. 

The lordship and castle of Neath was allotted to 
Richard de Graorille, brother to Fttzhammon, who 
founded Neatk abbeys and from whom descended the 
noble families of Graarille earh of Bath, Orenville 
mart|«ts of Bncltingham, and lord Grenville. 

Very little remains of this ancient baronial residence 
except the wall, the picturesque situation of which ren- 
ders it aa object worthy the observation of the traveller 
•and the painter. 
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THE CROSS OF THE BLACK FRIARS, 

^ HEREFORD. 

On tbe north skle of the city of Hereford ape the pemaiM 
of the house of Ibe Black Friani, which was erected in 
tbe reign of Edward III, who himself was present at the 
dedication of tbe church, together with his son Edward 
the Blacl^ Prince, several archbishops, and great namber» 
of tbe nobility and gentry. 

This Friary became exceedingly flourishing in a 
very short period ; and many persons of distinction were 
buried here. On the dissolution, ^e site and buildings 
were bestowed on John Scudamore of Wilton, and* 
William Wygmore of Shoddon, esqs. ; but in the reign 
of Elizabeth this place became the property of the 
Coningsby family, from whom the estate has descended 
to the present earl of Essex. 

The principal remains of this establishment are some 
offices in a ruinous state, and the cross or stone pulpit, 
which we have represented. This is a hexagon open on 
each side, and surrounded by a flight of six steps decreastiag 
in length as they ascend. In the centre is a base of the 
same figure, with two arches on each side supporting the 
shaft of the cross. A number of ramifications from tbe 
shaft form the groining of the roof: passing through which 



THE CROSS OF THE BLACK FEIARS. 

it appears above in a very niiooas state. The upper part 
is embattled, and each angle supported by a buttress. This 
pulpit was most probably surrounded by cloisters^ where 
the people might, under cover, attend to the sermons de- 
livered fiom it; as the Black Friars were extremely 
popular, and greatly affected preaching to the multitude 
from these kind of erections. 

In the year 1614, sir Thomas Coningsby, near the 
site of this Friary, and evidently with part of its mate- 
rials erected an hospital for the reception of the ^* dis- 
abled soldier and the superannuated faithful servant." 
This edifice was built in the form of a quadrangle, and 
consisted of twelve apartments, a chapel, hall, and other 
necessary conveniences. 
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UOVE-DALE, 

DERBYSHIRE. 

DoyE-OAL^E 18 a deep and romantic chasm, throagh which 
the river Dove winds its perturbed and devious course^ 
rolling over the solid basements of tremendous rocks, whose 
ragged, dissimilar, and frequently grotesque and fanciful 
appearance, distinguishes the sceuery of this valley from 
perhaps every other in the kingdom. Mr. Brayley, in his 
Beauties of £ngland and Wales,.ha8 given a very animated 
and accurate description of this place. 

'^ On entering the Dale the mind regards it as a seques* 
tered solitude, where Contemplation might take h^r seat, 
and extend het* musings through the wide range of exist- 
ence, neither interrupted by jarring sounds nor distracted 
by discordant images. As the road proceeds, however, the 
scenery becomes too romantic and impressive, from its sin- 
gularity, to permit the attention to engage itself on other 
objects. The valley contracts ; and on each side, rocks of 
gray limestone, abrupt and vast, rear their grotesque forms , 
covered with moss, lichens, yew-trees, and mountain-ash. 
A narrow and broken path winds aloqg the margin of the 
river, which in some parts so nearly fills the bosom of the 
Dale,that even the foot passenger cannot pursue bis cautious 
"way without the hazard of being precipitated from the slip- 



OOTB-DALE. 

pery crags Into tbe stream. The length of the Dale b 
rather more than two miles ; bat the views arc more limited 
from the sinuosity of its course, and its prqjecting preci- 
pices, which in some places seem to fold into each other, 
and preclude every appearance of farther access. On the 
right, or Derbyshire border, the rocks are more bare of 
vegetation than on the left or Staffordshire side, where 
they are partially covered with a fine hanging wood, which, 
from its various combinations with tbe surrounding ol^jects, 
presents a succession of beautifully picturesque and ro- 
mantic views. About a mile from the entrance is a vast 
mural mass of detached rock, which extends along the 
edge of the precipice. On the right, nearly halfway up 
the side of the Dale, is a magnificent natural arch, called 
Reynard^s Hole. It:$ shape nearly approaches to the sharply 
pointed Gothic : its height is about forty feet, and its width 
eighteen." The View annexed is taken near tbe sonthem 
extremity of the Dale. ** The same variety of wild and 
romantic scenery that distinguishes this part, accompanies 
it to its northern termination, where two vast rocks, risii^ 
abruptly to tbe right and left of the river, form the jawt 
or portals of this wonderful valley, which now drops at 
once the grand and picturesque; its bottom gradually 
widening into an undulating flat, and its rocks sinking into 
round stony hills, with a craggy fragment occasionally 
peeping out after the chain is discontinued. Near thi« 
extremity of the Dale is another large cavern, called the 
Fox Holes ; and some others of inferior note may be 
found in different parts of this interesting chasm.*' 
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HERTFORD. 

The origiD of Hertford is uncertaiD ; it is supposed to 
have been a principal residence of our Saxon kings ; but 
whether so or not, it was of sufficient consequence in the 
reign of Alfred the Great to give name to the shire, and 
has ever since continued to be the county town. 

The castle at Hertford was first built by Edward the 
£lder, son of Alfred the Great, in the ninth year of his 
reign, io resist the continued incursions of the Danes. It 
appears that the same king nearly rebuilt the town, which 
they had despoiled and ruined, and it became flourishing 
under the protecting influence of its castle. Peter de Ya- 
loines was made governor of this castle by William the 
Conqueror, and was succeeded by his son Roger ; but for 
want of male heirs the government came to Robert Fitz- 
walter, who married the heiress of the Vi^oines' fan^ily, 
and claimed |be possession as his right, in defiance of the 
endeavours of king Stephen, who however succeeded in 
alienating this as well as other of the barons* castles, and 
Richard de Montfichet was made governor ; but he selling 
the castle to king John for 100 marks, Robert Fitzwalter 
was restored to his legitimate possession ; who being su- 
perseded, the custody of the castle was committed to the 
care of Walter de Godarvil, knt. by whom it was bravely 
defended against Louis, dauphin of France, but was tX 
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HEETFORD. 

Inst compelled to stUTeiider. Robert Fitzwalter applied 
to the daaphin, and once more expected the gOTemment, 
but was not permitted to reiome It. The cattle was after- 
wards given np to Henry III. from which period to the 
reign of Edward III. various governors were appointed* 
In the year 1345 Edward granted It to his son John of 
Gaant, as a place ^* where he might be lodged and ac- 
commodated In a manner suitable to his dignity ;" and 
whilst in his possession it was the occasional residence of 
John, king of France, then a prisoner to Edward. 

Henry, dake of Lancaster, son of John of Gaunt, after 
he had assamed the reins of empire, settled the castle and 
town on Joan de Navarre his queen, for her life ; who, on 
a charge of conspiring the death of Henry Y • by sorcery, 
forfiritcd this among the rest of her estates. Henry YI. 
kept his Easter here in the seventh year of his reign, and 
his queen, Margaret of Aiyon, afterwards possessed the 
lordship. 

In the reign of Henry YII. who, as heir to the house 
of Lancaster, became owner of the castle, It was ordained 
by parliament, that weights and measures should be kept 
at Hertford as standards for the whole county ; and bis 
son, Henry YIII. caused a survey of the castle to be 
taken, with the Intent, It Is believed, of residing there* 

Elizabeth, in the twenty-fifth year of her reign, on 
account of the plague which was then raging in the me- 
tropolis, kept her court at this castle ; as she likewise 
did firom the same cause In the thirty-fourth and thirty- 
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6tlk I iiidceA, the occatioaally resided here itoridg; her 
whole reii^D, and hence arose the tale of her inpriMonieat 
within it. 

In the re^ of James I. all the iMiooarBy laadi, aad 
roTemes of the crown at Hertford were letded on prlaee 
Charles, who, after he ascended the throne, granted the 
manor and castle to William, earl of Salisbury, whose 
descendant, the present marqais of Salishnry, is now owner 
of the manor. In the same reign the castle was given to 
sir William Cowper, bart. a most seahms snpporter of the 
royal canse. By hto sou Spencer Cowper, esq. it was 
afterwards sold to Edward Cox of Cheshont, who again 
resold it to the Cowpers. This edifice has lately been 
hired by the East India Company, who haye converted it 
into a college for the education of youth Intended to fill 
the various ofiices in the civil departments in India. 

Very few parts of the original butldiiignow remalo, 
and those few are confined to the outer walls, with one 
round add some ai^plar towers of rubble or stone* The 
present erection consists chiefly of brkk-work, aad appears 
to be of a date as recent as the time of James I. excepting 
the high tower, in which b a room said to have been the 
prison of queen Elisabeth. The apartments of the castlo 
are small but conveirfent, and adapted to the purposes of 
the college, for which they have been recently fitted up* 
Beneath are extensive vaults,' and a subterraneous passage 
extending a considerable distance towards the east ; for 
what purpose intended is now entirely unknown. 
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Tbe area wbicb the mncient walk enclose has beea 
eonverted into fardens ; and tbe river Lea flowing imme- 
diately beneath tbe north side of the building, gives addi- 
tional beauty to the grounds. From the leads of the high 
tower before mentioned are extensive and beautiftil views 
of the surrounding country. 

The town of Hertfort was first incorporated by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, since whose time numerous privileges 
and immunities have been granted by various sovereigns. 
Its civil government was first vested in a chief bailiff, an 
under bailiff, and other oflicers ; but this form was altered 
at various times, and afterwards abrogated by James I. 
and tbe jurisdiction committed to a mayor and common 
council. By letters patent dated 1680, granted by 
Charies II. the corporation became vested in a mayor, 
recorder, ten aldermen, a chamberlain, sixteen assistante, 
and other officers ; and under this charter the borough is 
BOW governed. 

Members to parliament were returned from Hertford 
as early as the reign of Edward I. which privilege was 
continued to the fifteenth year of Edward III. from which 
period no return was made until the twenty-first of 
James I. when tbe right of representation was restored 
to the corporation ; and at present the number of voters 
is near 600. 

There were formerly at Hertford five churches, fonr 
parochial and one belonging to the priory ; but of these 
only two are now remaining— AU Saints and St. Andrew's. 
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HBKTFOU>. 

All Saints, the principal church, teniitts of aoaTe, chan- 
cel, and side aisles, with a low tower and spire* 

The priory, of which there are not the least remains, 
was founded for monks of the Benedictine order, by Ralph 
de Limesey, in the reign of William the Conqaeror, and 
made subordinate to the abbey of St. Alban's. There was 
formerly another religious house in this toivn for friars, 
subordinate to Mottenden, in Kent, of which likewise 
there exists not the least vestige. 

At the entrance into the town from the London road 
is situated the school for children from Christ^s Hospital, 
in London. The buildings form three sides of a quadrangle, 
and contain accommodations for upwards of 500 children. 
In this town is also a grammar-school, founded and en* 
dowed by Richard Hale, esq. of King's Walden, In the 
reign of James I. and seven scholarships are established 
at Peter House, Cambridge, for boys educated on this 
foundation. The sessions and market-house, with the 
town-hall, were rebuilt about thirty-four years ago, and 
are handsome brick edifices. 

The situation from which the accompanying View of 
of Hertford is taken is thus noticed in Scott's descriptive 
poem of ** Amwell :" 

^ 

—the hardy Dane, 



^beneath yon ridge 

Of piny roclu his conquering navy moor'd, 



Witk I4lt talb NtVd m the jrard, and out 
Reannbcat mi the food, and streamen gay 
TriiuaplMat flattering oo the paning winds. 

-•—till Alfred eame ; 
Till Alftedy fkiher of his people, canw. 
Lea's rapid tide Into new channeh tamM, 
And left »-graiiad the Daaian fleet, and fore*d 
The foe to speedy flight. 
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THE CHAPEL OF THE WHITE TOWER, 

LONDOS. 

The Chapel within the White Tower, called Csnr*s 
Chapel, was bnilt in the year 10T8, by Chindnlph, bishop 
of Rochester, ami dedicated to St. John the ETangelist. It 
was erected for the accomrnodatiofi of sach of the royal 
fttmUy as sbonld at any time make the Tower their place 
of residence. The Chapel is of an oblong form, rounded 
at the east end. On each side are fbvr rery thick circttlar 
pillars; four others of the same dimensions fbrih the 
eastern end : the capitals of these pillars are sqnare, of an 
enormons si£e, and variously ornamented. There are two 
side aides, and over them is a gallery ; In looking throagh 
the middle of the area, the aisles are entirely sechided by 
the massive columns already noticed.«*>The whole bttild* 
ing is esteemed a perfect specimen of Norman architec* 
tare. He^ III. paid a particular attention to this place, 
and among other iniprovemeots and repairs, ordered three 
windows of painted glass to be made, one on the north side, 
and two others on the south : the fbrmer was ornamented 
with the figures of the Virgin and Child ; one of the latter 
represented the Holy Trinity ; the other, an image of St. 
John the Evangelist : be also directed the rood beyond 
the altar to be painted, and erected an image of ^t. Ed* 
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ward in the act of presenting a ring to St. John $ ** whlck 
representation,** says Maitland, *^ alludes to the legend of 
the power pretended to be given to Edward the Confessor 
for caring the king's evil in reward for his great charity, 
which relieved St. John, in the appearance of a poor 
beggar, with a ring from his finger." The Chapel now 
forms part of the record-office, and is completely occupied 
with ancient charters and other legal deeds — ^mouldy and 
tattered heaps I the testimonials of high antiquity ! des- 
tined probably to glimmer to the latest periods of age, 
•( through the Gothic cloud of time and language'* in 
which they are enveloped. A view of these ancient me- 
morials, arranged as they are in melancholy order in this 
once royal but now deserted sanctuary, is calculated to 
produce a thrilling awe, and to impose the most solemn 
reflections. They are not only mementos of individual 
mortality, but the records of families that are now ex- 
tinct, and of generations that have long since been con- 
signed to the tomb. 
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ELTHAM PALACE, 

KENT. 

Thb Biaoor of Eltbam, which wa» a royal one from very 
remote antiquity, was held, in the time of Edward the 
Confessor, under the crown, by one Alwolde. King 
William the Conqueror gave it to his half-brother Odo, 
bbhop of Bayeux, and earl of Kent. ' 

In 1522 king Henry VIII. bestowed it on sir Henry 
Guilford, the comptroller of his household. 

Edward VI. granted the manor of Eltham to sir John 
Yates, wbo eiyoyed it but a short time, being executed 
for high treason in the last year of £dward*s reign. 

The kings of England had a palace here at a very 
early period, and here were kept many of the joyous 
Cbristmasings of ancient days. Edward II. frequently 
resided here, and in the year 1315 his queen was brought 
to bed of a son in the palace, who, from his birth in this 
place, acquired the name of John of Eltham ; and it is 
probable from that circumstance this edifice has been 
called king John's palace. Edward III. held a parlia- 
ment here in 1329, and in the year 1364 he gave a magni- 
ficent entertainment at this palace to* John, king of 
France, then a prisoner in England. 

A survey was made of the Palace io 1649, and th» 



SLTBAH PALACE. 

materials valued at «^8754. This surrey is extremely ia- 
terettiny^ : it gives an idea of the extent and magnificence 
•f the building as it existed in its original state. 

The capital mansion called Eltham b therein de- 
scribed to be built of brick* wood, stone, and timber, and 
to consist of one fair chapel, one great hall, forty-six 
rooms and offices below stairs, with two large cellars ; 
and above stairs seyenteen lodging rooms on the king's 
side, twelve on the q«een*s side,, and nine on the prince's 
side, in all thirty-eight ;. and thirty-five baycs of build- 
ing, or seventy-eight rooms in the offices round the comi* 
yard, which contained oiye acre of ground. None of the 
rooms were at this period furnished, except the chapel 
and ball. The house was reported to be much out oif 
repair,, and untenantable. The hall is now used as a bam, 
and the other buildings, converted into modem dwellings, 
are called, with the surrounding premises, Court Farm. 

Approaching the ruins firom the town, to the left it 
seen a large fragment of the park wall, with its ancient 
gateway; then the moat, with irs grassy bottom, the 
stone bridge by which it is crossed, the high walls covered 
with ivy, and the magnificent hall. The appearance of 
these relics is extremely impressive, and powerfully 
recalb the memory of times when— 
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THE WEST DOOR OF BAKEWELL 

CHURCH, 

Bakbwbll, or Bath-^elle^to called from kt Batb-well» 
it a market-town in Derbyabire, on tbe wettera bonkt of 
the rWer Wye. Thb manor, in the time of William tW 
Conqueror, was the property of the Peveril family, wli# 
bestowed part of t^ tithe which it produced upon the 
monastery of Lentoa, in Nottinghamshire. The remainder 
of the tithe, with tbe glebe and patronage of tbe church, 
was afterwards given to the dean and chapter of Litcb^ 
field, by the earl of Mortaigne, who succeeded to all tbe 
estates of tbe Pererils. 

In the reign of Henry VII. this manor was held by 
tbe Geraons of Essex, by whom being sold, it has since 
descended to his grace the duke of Rutland,, wbo is the 
present possessor. 

The church is situated upon an eminence, and is built 
in the form of a cross, with an octangular tower. From 
the tower arises a well-proportioned spire, which gives a 
graceful finish to the building. The workmanship of this 
church indicates It to be the production of diff'erent pe- 
riods. Tbe western part of the nave is of plain Saxon ar« 
chitecture ; tbe west door is likewise Saxon, but richly 



TH E WK8T DOOR OP BAKKWELL CBURCH. 

omameuted, especially the cater arch ; and though the 
whole is DOW greatly decayed, much still remains to ex* 
cite the attention of the antiquary. Immediately above 
the west door the wall is embattled, and above the em- 
battlements are the remains of arches intersecting each 
other with the zigzag ornament. The other parts of the 
west front are plain, and appear, together with the 
greater part of the church, to be the work of the fifteenth 
century. The pillars which support the tower are cer- 
tainly older than that period, though not so ancient as the 
western part of the nave. There are many curious and 
ancient monuments within the church : among them is a 
recumbent figure, arrayed in rich armour, representing 
sir Thomas Wednesley, who, serving under Henry IV. 
was mortally wounded in the battle of Shrewsbury. 

In the church-yard is a stone cross, the sides of which 
are ornamented with figures rudely carved. The upper 
part appears to have represented the crucifixion, but it 
has been so despoiled that the design cannot precisely be 
ascertained. 
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BARKING ABBEY, 

ESSEX. 

BAiiKiir o Alibey, one of the earliest monastic institutions 
•in this country, was founded about the year 672 by St. 
Erkenwald, fourth bishop of London, for nuns of the 
Benedictine order, at the desire of his sister Ethelburgh, 
who became its abbess, and at her death received canoni- 
zation. This St. Erkenwald was of royal extraction, 
and, according to contemporary writers, not more remark- 
able for his exalted birth than for his sanctity. As a 
testimony of the great Teneratien in which he was held, 
his remains were contended for by three separate parties 
-—the nuns of Barking, the convent of Chertsey, and the 
citizens of London. The dispute was at last terminated 
by a miracle, which declared for the Londoners, who, 
having obtained the body, bore it off in triumph. On 
the road they were stopped at Ilford and Stratford by the 
floods ; upon this occasion a second miracle interposed, 
and procured a safe and easy passage for the holy man 
and his attendants. 

Very little more is related of this Abbey till the year 
870, when it was burnt to the ground by the Danes, and 
the nuns slain or dispersed. About the middle of the 
tenth century it was rebuilt by king Edgar, as an atone* 



B4RKIV6 ABBET. 

roent for YioUtio; the chastity of Whulf hilda, a nnn at 
Wilton, wko presided over tbb conrent for many years, 
but was afterwards ^ected by Elfrida^ tbd widow of 
Edgar, to make way for ber own assumption of the go- 
Temment ; who afterwards repenting of the iqjury done to 
Wknlf hilda, restored her to the presidency of the Abbey. 

Maod, the first qaeen of Henry I. assaaed the govem- 
ment of this cooYent, as afterwards did Maud her niece, 
the wife of king Stephen i and afterwards Mary the sister 
of TlMmas k Becket was appointed to tlie situation by 
Henry II. as an atonement, it is said, for the iiyory he 
had done the &mily. 

At the sappressioB, Henry VIII* granted an ammal 
pension of SOO marks to Dorothy Barley, the last abbess, 
and smaller pensions to the nans, who were then thirty ia 
number* 

Of the mins of the conYcntual biiildings nothing re» 
mains except crumbling firagments of the once extensiYC 
walls. The site of the Abbey cbnrch b jnst discernible 
without the north wall of the parish church, and near 
the entrance of tb^ churchyard is the ancient square em* 
battled gateway, which we have represented. Above 
the entrance arch is a niche with a canopy and pinnacle* 
This structure is called Fire-bell gate, from its anciently 
containing a bell used as a -curfew. 
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STATUE OF HENRY THE EIGHTH, 

AT GORUAMBVRY^ HBRT8. 

QoMaxuvoKYf tbeicaloflord Yiscomit Grimstooe, cele- 
brated from ha^ii^ been the residence of tite great lord 
Bacon, is sitnated within a short distance of St. Alban's. 

It derlTes its name from de Gorhajn^ a relative t# 

Geoffery and Robert de Gorham, abbots of St. Albaa's^ 
who conferred on him a grant of tiKSt laad^, about the 
middle of the twelfth centary. Thb ettaie contimied to 
be the property of his descendants, till near the end of 
the fonrteenth centnry, when It was reannezed to the 
abbey, by the abbot De la Mare, who purchased it for 
800 marks. The manor remained in the possession of the 
abbey till the dissolntion, when Henry YIIL granted it 
to Ralph Rowlat, whose eldest daughter married John 
Maynard, esq, by which union the estate became the 
property of that gentleman. It was afterwards pur« 
chased by Nicholas Bacon, esq; who was made lord 
keeper of the privy seal by quoen Elizabeth. 

Sir Nicholas erected the mansion, which is now a 
ruin westward of the present edifice. It was originally 
of a quadrangular form, but the only parts remaining 
which are worthy of notice are a portion of the great 
hall, a lofty octangular tower, and the porch of entrance. 



ITATUB OF HBNRY THB EIGHTH. 

The porch is a square projection of richly-ornamented 
stone, rising to the height of the original building. Be- 
neath a pediment are the royal arms of Elisabeth, and 
still lower on each side of a square window, are several 
rudely-carved statues of Roman soldiers. The interior 
of the porch was ornamented by sir Nicholas with all 
the splendid emblazonments peculiar to tlie age. Within 
the great hall were painted several elegant devices, and 
here the lord keeper often entertained his royal and muni- 
ficent mistress Elizabeth. The tower is of brick, and 
commands from its summit a variety of beautiful pro- 
spects, but, from its now ruinous state, it is seldom if ever 
atcended. About thirty yards from the tower b a niche 
in a broken wall, where stands the Statue of Henry YIII. 
This statue is in gilt armour, and conveys some resem- 
blance of the robust Henry, though now mutilated, and in 
a state of decay. It was introduced here by the lord 
Bacon^ at the time the wall was built. 

This superb mansion of the great Bacon, from which 
the puissant Elizabeth often issued her royal mandates, 
has been entirely neglected since the present residence of 
the lords Grimstoae was erected, between the years 1778 
and 1785. 
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WORCESTER. 

This beaatiful city, and epitome of the metropolis, and 
the capital of an extensive district, was known among the 
Britoni by the name of Caer-Gwyrangotiy which the Ro- 
mans latinized to Branonium. The Saxons named it 
Weogorna Ceastr^ whence it was coi^apted to Wire^ 
ctstery or Worcester, 

Its ancient history does not make mention of any par- 
ticular circumstance, except that it was the residence of 
the Wiccian viceroys belonging to the kingdom of Mercia. 
Worcester owed great part of its prosperity, under the 
Saxon government, to duke Ethelred and his lady Ethel- 
^eda, daughter of Alfred the Great, before the year 900. 
They gave a charter, by desire of bishop Wierfred, tha^ 
the city might be improved and fortified with bulwarks 
for the security of its inhabitants ; for this purpose they 
granted to the church or minister there one half of the royal 
dues or tolls prising from the market or the street, reserv- 
ing only the wain-shilling and the seam-penny ; which was 
a duty on wares carried out-; one penny each horseload, 
and twelve times as much a loaded wain, to the king. 

The ancient castle was repaired about this time, and 
-some fortresses erected round it, of which only on^, deno- 
minated Edgar's Tower, remains at the present day. 

G 



WORCESTER. 

This city was destroyed by fire in 1041, by Hardi- 
canute, in revenge against the inhabitants, who had killed 
the collectors of his exor4)itaBt taxes. In 1080 Roger de 
Montgomery, earl of Shteivshnry, 'birmt the suburbs and 
attacked the city ; but the citizens, headed by bishop 
Wulstan, bravely resisted him, killed or took prisoners 
5000 men, and obliged the enemy to raise the siege. It 
was again burnt at different periods, and suffered very 
materially during the civil wars between the adherents to 
the houses of York and Lancaster. 

This city has been peculiarly remarkable for its loy- 
alty. In 1486 it had nearly suffered the most dreadful 
calamities, on account of its adherence to Henry VII. 
during lord Lovel's rebellion. But the sieges of Worcester 
during the rebellion in the reign of Charles I. will ever 
place it high in the annals of this country for the unshaken 
fidelity of its citizens to their king. This loyal attach- 
ment has been the cause of several visits to Worcester by 
the sovereigns of these realms : the last was in 1788, when 
bis majesty king George III. the queen, the duke of York, 
and the princesses, honoured this city with their presence, 
the particulars of which are amply detailed in Mr. Greenes 
History. 

Worcester, in its civil capacity, is a county in itself, 
and is governed by a mayor, recorder, aldermen, common- 
council, and lesser oflScers. The guildhall is elegant 
and magnificent, and was built in 1720. Here are held 
the assizes and sessions for the county of Worcester and 
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W0RCE8TBK. 

Uie cH}\ In the great <:ounoil-chamber is aa eiEcellent 
whole-length portrait of bis present msyesty, in a richly- 
ornamented frame, placed on a pediment of wMte marble, 
sculptured with oak-leaves and acorns, within which is 
inscribed, in gold letters — ** His majesty George hi. 

MOST GRACIOUSLY COMDE8CBNDBD TO HONOUR WITH 
HIS PRESENCE THE CORPORATION OF WORCESTER, 

111 THIS HALL, August 8, 1788." Thb room is orna- 
mented with twelve chandeliers. 

There ^are nine parish churches within the liberties of 
the city^ and two without. St. Helen's is a rectory in 
the gift of the "bishop : this fabric is ancient and vene- 
rable, and contains eight bells, inscribed to the honour of 
queen Anne, her battles, and generals. 

St. Andrew's church has a spire, which i»^teemed 
a great curiosity in architecture, and supposed to be the 
highest belonging to any parish church in England, being, 
with the tower, 245 feet six inches in height from th^ 
ground. The other churches contain nothing very re- 
markable relative to antiquity or curiosity. — Here are 
also several meeting-houses for dissenters of different per- 
suasions. 

The city has many charities for the relief of the indi- 
-gent, aged, and diseased^ of which the infirmary and 
HOUSE OP industry claim pre-eminence. Here are 
also two places of confinement for delinquents-; the 
CITY gaol, formerly part of tiie Grey Friars monaster}', 
the ancient chapel of which is still standing:; and the 
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W0RCE8TBK. 

COUNTY GOALy which has been greatly tnproved and 
enlarged. 

The BftiDGE, an elegant «tnictare of stoi|e over the 
Seyem, wras bailt under the direction of Mr. Gwynne, and 
consiits of five semicircular arches. The first stone was 
laid by the earl of Coventry on the S5th.day of July 1771, 
and the whole completed in 1780. To make the approaches 
to the city correspond with the elegance of the bridge, 
the avenues on either side have been laid open to a very 
commodious extent, and a handsome street, whiclr derives 
its name from its vicinity to the bridge, has been built, 
thereby connecting the Broad Street and others with this 
important access to the city. AmoQg the sculptured oma* 
ments on the outside are, the head of Sabrina, over the 
centre arch, northward ; and the city arms southward. 
At the west end are two very ornamental toll- houses. The 
tolls and custom of the river, and repairs of the bridge 
and quays, were very anciently put under the care of the 
water-bailiff, an officer annually appointed. Nq person 
can be arrested, or holden to bail, on the river within the 
liberties of the city, without the officer tailing tlie water- 
bailiff to protect him in his duty. 

The view of the city of Worcester from the banks of 
the Severn is peculiarly pleasing. In the fore-ground the 
bridge presents itself, with the craft sailing along the river 
in rotary motion : the top of the china manufactory on 
the eastern shore, terminated by St. Andrew's spire and 
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WORCSSTB&4 

loft J turrets of the cathedral, form at onee an assombkii^ 
6f ol^'ects Venerable and pkturesqae. 

The THEATRE, on which Mrs. Siddoas first displayed 
Iter abilities ^ and the public subscription librarv, 
BALLS,^ ASSEMBLIES, &c. are sourccs of amusement for 
the. fashionable classes of Worcester. 

Haying given, an epitome of th^ history of Worcester^ 
we subjoin that it is at present one of tlie most pleasant, 
elegant, and flourishing cities in the united l&ingdom. The 

ROITAL CHIKA MANUFACTO II Y iS a COnstaBt SOWTCC Of 

employ itient to^ nwnerous hands f and here are also very 
considerable manufactories of carfet», distille- 
ries, &e. The hof-market during the seaiton is very 
plentiful and profitable.. Here are also hack^ey-coachet 
and chairs, as well as various conveyances down the river 
Severn, on the banlcs of which the crty is situated, which 
answers every purpose of commercial intercourse with 
the other parts of the country. 

£dgar*s tower, as we have before observed,- is the 
•nly remain of the ancient castle, and is supposed to have 
been built originally by king Ethelred II. suf named the 
Unready, in 1005 ; but has been considerably altered since 
that period. It is called Edgar's tower on account of 
the statues of that monarch and his two queens Elfleda^ 
and Elfrida,. being placed on the eastern front. 

On the opposite side there is a remarkable bust, very 
well finished, representing a monk, in a bending posiurOr 
supporting himself with his left hand, find holding hi» 



WORCESTER. 

right towards his breast. Here is also a welNenecuted 
bust of George II., underneath which is written, iu gold 
letters — " Gborgius Secundus." 

It appears that there was a church in Worcester as 
early as the times of the Britons ; but it did not assume 
the privileges ofa cathedral tiH A. D. 680, when Ethelred, 
king of Mereia, placed Bosel in the episcopal chaif. The 
church was at that time dedicated lo St. Peter. 

The first mention of St. Mary's minster occurs in a 
charter of king Ethelbald, A^D. T43, and it is supposed 
to have been a new foundation, occasioned by the liberality 
of abbess iEthelburga. In 983 bishop Oswald,, the great 
patron of the monks, completed the building of a new and 
more stately cathedral,, in which be placed no less than 
twenty-eight altars. This structure, however, felt the 
cruel ravages of the soldiers of Hardicanute ; and the 
filterations in architecture by the Normans caused another 
revolution in the fabric. 

St. Wulstan, bishop of the see at that time, laid the 
foundation of the present cathedral, A. D. 1084, in a 
style of great magnificence. It was burnt in 1202,. and 
repaired and consecrated in the year 1318, in the presence 
of Henry III. and his courL 

In 1224 the church was enlarged by bishop Blois, who 
added the west front. The great tower was finished in 
1374, and is one hundred and sixty-two feet high from the 
cross aisle. Its external embelUshmeuts are exceeded by 
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WOltCESTER. 

none in the kinfdom ;.the series of tabernacle-work which 
surrounds the upper stage is in the most perfect style of 
Gothic or English architecture, and is terminated by four 
handsome pinnacles of open-work. The figures surround- 
ing the tower are supposed to be those of Edward III. 
and bishops Nicholas de Ely, and William de Lynne, on 
the east side : on the south, Henry III. bishop Blois, and 
another bishop; on the west, a king and two bishops, 
and on the north,, faeiog the city,, the Virgin and Child,. 
St. Oswald, and St. Wulstan. 

This cathedraK varies in the several sty lies of archi- 
tecture, during the times of its- benefactors ; but it is built 
in the form of a patriarchal cross, similar to the collegiate 
church at Brussels,, and. makes a noble appearance, taken; 
in every direction. 

There have been one bundled bishops from the found- 
ation of the see.. The diocese formerly contained Wor- 
cestershire, Glocestershire, and half Warwickshire ; but 
was abridged, when Glocester was erected into a bishop- 
ric by Henry VIII. It has at present ecclesiastical juris- 
diction over two hundred and forty-one parishes in the 
countiei of Worcester and Warwick, by a bishop, dean,, 
archdeacon,.chancellor, ten prebendaries, and subordinate 
clergy and officers.. 

Among other curiosities within the cathedral is a stone 
pylpit, of an octagon figure, most elegantly carved, in the 
English style. The front pannel represents the hierogly- 
phics of the Four Gospels; on the dies of the base are^ 



WORCESTER. 

the arms of Englandy and the see of Worcester. — 
** These appropriate decoratioDs/' says Mr. Green » 
** illustrate the purposes of the structure in the most 
comprehensive manner $: the old and the new law are ex- 
emplified and combined, to indicate the system of the 
Christian religion^ the imperial insignia denote the source 
of the temporal government of the churchy and the whole 
referring to the Divine Power for guidance and protection,, 
is beautifully indicated by the eye of Providence placed 
over the series of emblems in each compartment. Tlie 
New Jerusalem, as described in the Revelations,^ and re* 
presented on the plane of the inside of the pulpk, may be 
considered as the climax of the wliole composition, inas-^ 
much as it is the olyect to which all our views should be 
directed." 

The canopy is well designed i the festooned drapery 
and embroidery is formed at the angles by a cord from 
beneath,^ and surmounted by a riband with which it is 
encompassed. The whole forms the most (haste species 
of this kind that can be met with^ It is ascended by 
stone steps from the north aisle,, the supports of which are 
finely carved > 

King John, upon his visiting Worcestei in 1207, after 
having paid his devotions at the tomb of St. Wulstan, and 
having bestowed on the prior and convent several estates, 
gave 100 marks to repair their cloister, which, with the 
monastery, had lately been burnt down» 
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'lr0RCESt£lU 

The present cloister was erected in 1373, and is in 
tengtli eastward 125 feet; tlie south, west, And north 
sides 120 feet in length ; add the width of the whole 61 j^teCA 
feet. The vaulted roof is adorned with a profusion of 
sculptures; those more particularly to be noticed Ate \h 
the south cloister, M'here the regal genealogy of Israel 
and Judah is arranged. It commences at the west end ;, 
on the keystone of the first arch is a figure, with a branch 
issuing from his bowels,, supposed to be Jesse. The Mti 
keystone exhibits David,^ with h'n harp, succeeded on the 
other keystones to the centre of the arcade,, where is a 
gro^ of figures,, representing Samuel Anointing David* 
From the east end is a genealogical series of the kings of 
Israel, each holding a scroll, supposed formerly to coAtaiit^ 
their several names. The entrance to the cloister is On. 
the south side of the cathedral. The door hy which the 
cloisters are entered from College Green is of Norman* 
architecture, and undoubtedly coeval with the mother 
church founded by St^ Wulstan. 

On the east side of the cloister is the chapter-house. 
Its form is a decagon, fifty-eight feet in diameter, and iD> 
height forty-five feet. Its roof is supported by a fine round 
umbilical pillar, issuing from the centre.. This building is> 
coeval in age with the cloisters, and is at present appro* 
priated as a council-room and a library for the use of the* 
church. Here are preserved a valuable collection or 
printed books, and many manuscripts upon canon law,, 
comprised in two hundred and fifty-one volumes.. 



Godiva^ wife of Leofric dake of Mercia, upon the 
death of her hasbaod in 1057, among other presents which 
she made to the church of Worcester, to obtain their 
consent that she should hold possessions during her life, 
which Leofric had promised to restore to the monies at 
his decease, gave them A library. A regular, establishment 
of this nature did not/ however^ take place till the pre- 
lacy of bishop Carpenter,, in 1461 ,. when he erected a 
library in the chapel of the charnel-house, and endowed 
it to the value of af 10 per onfitim, to maintain a librarian*. 
From this place the library was removed in 1641,. to its 
present situation. 

Under the choir of the cathedral is the crypt^ a very 
accurate plan of which is given in Green's Antiquitiea of 
Worcester. These subterraneous cavities are considered 
as clear evidences of the great antiquity of the cathedrals 
in which they are found : it has likewise been remarked 
that they are discovered in the most select situations in 
our ancient churches ; from which it may be inferred 
that their uses were eminently sacred. In the primitive 
times of Christianity, places of the most retired privacy 
were resorted^ to for the purposes of worship ; and 
'^ caves and dens of the earth" were the gjoomy witnesses 
to the devotion of the first Christians. As memorials of 
these subterraneous sanctuaries, it has been conjectured 
many of our cathedrals have these crypts, or vaults, under 
their choirs. The crypt of Worcester cathedral has an 
aisle on each side of its area, and on its southern extre- 
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WOltCfitiTEnr. 

inky h a compartment, supposed to have been a sepul- 
chral chapel to the ancient earls of Glocester. The roof 
of the area is supported by five rows of columns, which ter- 
minate in a semicircular form at the eastern end : the side 
aisles have three rows each, which,, including; those in 
the sepulchral chapel,, make the entire number of columns 
142. The crypt is so impervious to the light of day, 
that, without considerable pains to illuminate it, only 
ao imperfect view can be obtained. 

The tomb of kin^ John, supposed to he the most 
ancient In England of the lineal ancestors of his present 
miy'esty from WiUtom I» is situated near the altar ; on 
it is a figure of the defunct crowned, on which was 
written, ^'johannbs rex angli^,*' now defaced. 
The right hand holds a sceptre ; in the left a sword lying 
by him, the point of which is received in the mouth of 
a couchant lion at his feet. The figure is as large as 
life. On each side of him are cumbent images of bishops 
Oswald and Wulstan, in smaller size, each carved in grey 
marble. 

Great doubts had arisen whether this was, or was 
. not, the real place of iotermeut belonging to that mo- 
narch. To determine the point, it was proposed, that, 
when the church was lately repaired, the tomb should be 
opened to satisfy every doubt. On Monday, July 17> 
1797, the taking down of the tomb was proceeded oa 
»n the following manner. 



WaBCESTBft. 

*' On the removal of the royal effify^ aud the stone 
sla¥ oil which it bad beealaid, and which had been bro- 
ken in two in some former operation about the tomb, the 
olyeets which first presented to Tiew within it,, were two 
partition walls of brick, raised to assist in the sappurt of 
the superincumbent covering: and figure of the king, and to- 
lake an equal bearing of their weight with the side and end 
paonels of the tomb. The spaces between those walls, and 
between them and the ends of the tomb, were filled up 
with the rubkUsh of bricks and mortar. On taking;: down- 
the pannel at the head and one on each side, and clearing 
out the rubbish, two strong elm boards originally joined- 
by a batten nailed at each end of them, but which had 
dropped off and left the boards loose, were next disco- 
vered ; and, upon their remoTal, the stone coffin, of which- 
tliey had formed the covering,, containing the entire re- 
mains of king John, became visible ! The dean audciiap- 
ter were immediately convened to sec the important doubt 
cleared up f a drawing was taken on the spot, which was 
afterwards engraved and published with a pamphlet of no- 
lees than eight pages to announce this astonishing event to 
the public. The body wa»^ found to have been adjusted 
in the stone coffin precisely in the same form as the figure 
on the tomb. The skuU^ instead of being placed with the 
face in the usual situation, presented the foramen magnumy. 
the opening through which the spinal marrow passes 
down the vertebrae, turned upwards. Ttte lower part of 
the OS frooUs was so much perished^ as to have become 
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W0RCE8TBA. 

nearly of an even surface with the bottems of the socket! 
•f the eyes. The whole of the upper jaw was displaced 
from the skull, and found near the right elb(^w : it cobv 
tallied four teeth in very good preservation. The lower 
jaw was also separated from the skull ; there were no 
teeth in this jaw. Some grey hairs were discernible under 
the covering of the head. The ulna of the left arm, which 
had been folded on the body, was found detached from it, 
and lying obliquely on the breast ; the ulna of the right 
arm lay nearly in its proper place, but the radius of nei-* 
ther arm, nor the bones of either hand, were visible* 
The bones of the toes were in good preservation, more 
particularly those of the right foot, on two or three of 
which the nails were still visible. The rest of the bones, 
more especially of the lower extremities, were nearly 
perfect. Some large pieces of morUu' were found on and 
below the abdomen ; from which there could be no doubt 
but the body had been removed from the place of its ori^ 
ginal sepulture. The body measured five feet six inches 
And a half. It is somewhat singular, that, after lying 
there 589 years, the body was not more decayed. John 
died at Newark, in Nottinghamshire, October 19, 1215« 
His bowek and heart were buried at Croxton abbey, ia 
Staffordshire ; the abbot of which had been his physi* 
eian, and performed the operation of embalming him. 

'* The dress in which the body of the king was found, 
appears also to have beensimilar to that in which his figure 
is represented on the tomb, excepting the gloves oq it* 
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Inuiat, and the crown oo its head, which oo the skull in' tlie 
coffin was finrnd to be the celebrated monk's cowl, in which 
he is recorded to be boried, as a passport through the re- 
gions of purgatory. The sacred envelope appeared to have 
fitted the head very closely, and had been tied or buckled 
ander the chin by straps, parts of which remained. The 
body was covered by a robe, reaching from the neck nearly 
to the feet } it had some of its embroidery «ill remaining 
near the right knee. It was apparently of crimson damask, 
and of strong texture : itscoloor however was so totally dis- 
charged from the eflTect of time, that it is but conjeciundly 
it can be said to have been of any but what has now per^ 
vaded the whole object, namely, a dusky brown. The cuffof 
the left arm, which had been laid on the breast, remained. 
In that hand a sword, in a leather scabbard, had been 
placed as on the tomb, parts of which, much decayed, were 
found at intervals down the left side of the body, and to 
the feet, as were also parts of the scabbard, but in a much 
more perfect state than those of the sword. The legs had 
on a sort of ornamented covering, which was tied round at 
the ankles, and extended over the feet, were the toes were 
visible through its decayed parts. The -coffin is of the 
Uigley stone of Worce^ershire, white, and chlsel-ievellod, 
wholly dissimilar in its kind to either that of the founda- 
tion of the tomb, its pannela, covering, or the figure of the 
king. A very, considerable fracture runs through it in an 
obliqoe direction, one foot six inches from the left shoul- 
der, to two feet nine inches from the right. The coffin is 
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^ The inrpatieDce of the nmltitude to view the royal 
remmiiis, so unexpectedly found, became so unf^enuible, 
as to make it necessary to close up the object of their curt- 
Mity on the eyening of the next day, after it bad been laid 
open to the view of some thousands of spectators. Tbe 
tomb of king John was therefore completely restored, and 
:£naUy closed, in the same state as before.' 
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